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Planning News  
 
Critics damn coastal policy  

Mercury July 03, 2010 09:11am  

 

Councils have labelled the plan grossly inadequate, narrow and confused. The Tasmanian 

Planning Commission  received 49 submissions  and the consensus among submitters was that 

the State Government did not think the coast  was significant enough to protect with a strict 

policy.  The Break O' Day Council said that under the policy the State Government would not 

take its share of responsib ility for  the protection and development of Tasmania's coastal areas. 

"There is no clear vision of the important coastal zone  issues for Tasmania or targeted 

solutions to be pursued at state level," the council submission said.  Environment Tasmania 

called the document grossly inadequate and said Tasmania had missed an important 

opportunity  to protect coastal values with a clear poli cy that could guide developers, 

governments and the community.  

 

More information http://www.planning.tas.gov.au  

 

Fishing News 
 

Channel Scallop season  

A new size limit has meant the majority of the Channelós remaining stock is undersized with 

divers reporting up to 60% being thrown back in some areas. A lot of the usual old haunts are  

now empty of scallops. Roe condition has also been often poor, but with bit more effort than  

normal a lot of scallops have been caught.  

 

Diver Death after scallop dive  

ABC July 26, 2010  

 

The 48 -year -old was in Great Bay, off Bruny Island, when he got into difficulty yesterday.  

Tasmania Police said cardio -pulmonary resuscitation was given until the Tasmanian Ambulance  

Service met them at Woodbridge but the man was pronounced dead at the scene.  

 

The divers were fishing from a 6m aluminium boat in the busy area when the accident was  

reported at 11.35am. Detective -Constable Michael Glancy said the death was not believed to  

be suspicious and a report would be prepared for the coroner.  

 

Earlier this month, diving and hyperbaric medicine department medical co -di rector David  

Smart said many divers were risking death. On July 5, three scallop divers were treated at the  

Royal Hobart Hospital. One almost drowned and two were treated in the hyperbaric unit, one  

http://www.planning.tas.gov.au/
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for decompression sickness or the bends, the other for in jured sinuses and ears. One of the  

injured was not trained.  

 

Dr Smart said divers needed to take care and should have diving certificates. He advised those  

using air hose hookahs to have a spare air cylinder in case the hose was kinked or cut, and  

marker b uoys should also be used. Dr Smart said many carried bags of scallops that were too  

heavy and divers rushed to the surface, risking the bends.  

 

[this turned out to be a fit fellow well known and liked around Underwater Hockey circles]  

 

 

Activists Speaks out against Netting  

This is an extract of what Chri stian Bell had to say to say on line,  

 

ñThe Tasmanian practice of recreational gillnetting is a destructive an unnecessary fishing  

method that has unacceptable impact on non - target species such as seabirds and marine  

mammals as well as other non - target species of fish. Many of these species are fully protected  

under state and Commonwealth legislation but die as a result of their entanglement with  

recreational gillnets. While in commercial fisheries there are  programs in place to mitigate the  

impacts on non -  target species, there are for all practical purposes none with regard  

recreational fishers.  

 

It is particularly galling that the Tasmanian Government cites a lack of information on the  

impact of recreation al gillnetting on fish stocks and its impacts on marine biodiversity overall  

as its reason for not banning the practice. For start it does not fund sufficient research to  

adequately assess such impacts and it is never likely to fund the research to a scale  that would  

provide a comprehensive and scientifically adequate assessment.  

 

Long ago recreational gillnets were banned in Victoria, South Australia, Queensland and New  

South Wales (where it is considered a wasteful and unsustainable fishing practice).  Until our 

state outlaws this fishing technique for recreational fishers, any attempts to claim  that we have 

in place an effective fisheries management system that conforms to sound  ecosystem based 

management principles is entirely laughable .ò 

 

 

Lobster fis hers reject urchin claim  
ABC Jun 7, 2010  
 

Only larger rock lobsters are able to eat the bigger urchins, stopping the urchins from over  

grazing and destroying habitat for other marine species . The Rock Lobster Fishermen's  

Association has rejected proposals  made by the Tasmanian Government for controlling the  

spread of an invasive urchin.  The proposal to increase the maximum size limit for rock lobsters  

was made by the Department of Primary Industries in a discussion paper, aimed at boosting  
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fish stocks in t he industry. The Department says bigger lobsters can eat the sea urchins that  

are choking sea beds along Tasmania's east coast. But the Rock Lobster Fishermen's  

Association's Rodney Treloggen says the regulation will not work. "From the scientific evidence  

available, it would be 18 years before we even began to see a benefit, if there was a benefit,"  

he said. "And if we don't do something about this pest in the next 18 years, there won't be any  

big lobsters there to eat them, because there'll be nothing lef t for anything to survive on."  

 

Police snap up illegal shark fishers  
ABC Jun 1, 2010  
 

Tasmania Police say they have caught a boat with 100 kilograms of shark on board in Strahan  

on the state's west coast. Police say 25 school sharks were found onboard a bo at at Strahan  

last Friday. The allowable catch is five sharks per boat. The fishermen involved were also found  

to have used excess hooks and removed fins from the sharks before landing.  Police say the 

fishermen will be charged with a range of state and com monwealth offences and  face fines of 

more than $12,000.  

 

Tasmania's school shark fishery has been in decline, prompting the introduction of bag and  

boat limits.  Police have warned they have the power to seize fishing equipment, boats and the 

cars of  people  involved in illegal fishing.  

 

Abalone fisherman cops fine  
ABC May 20, 2010  

 
A Tasmanian man has been fined more than $50,000 for breaching the state's abalone fishing  

rules. James Maxwell Mason, 58, was one of five people fishing for abalone from a boat called  

the Glen Eden in March 2001. Mason declared to authorities that over a two day period he had  

caught more than 1, 300 kilograms of abalone worth about $59,000.  

 

Mason's friends Berkley Dilworth and Robert Knapek, who were also on board the boat,  

declared they had caught no abalone. But the court heard Mason paid the men to dive for him  

and had made a deal to declare the entire catch as his own. He pleaded guilty to one charge of  

conspiracy and has been ordered to pay the state of Tasmania more tha n $52,000.  
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Coastcare News 
 

NRM Strategy Public Comments Sought  

The deadline for submissions in response to the Draft Natural Resource Management Strategy 

for Southern Tasmania 2010 -2015 has been extended. Interested organisations and individuals 

have a further month in which to make a submission. All submissions must be received by 

close of business Friday 30 July 2010. Enquiries related to the submission process or seeking a 

hard copy of the Draft Strategy should be directed to Laura Joss on 03 6221 6111 or via email 

to admin@nrmsouth.org.au . Enquiries regarding the c ontent of the Draft Strategy should be 

directed to Kathleen Broderick via email to kbroderick@nrmsouth.org.au  

 

Grants  

Applications will open shortly for the 2010 -11 Caring for our Country Community Action 

Grants. Small community groups are encouraged to apply for grants ranging from $5000 -

$20,000 to help take action to protect and revitalise the Australian landscape. The guidelines 

and application form will be available from Tuesday 6 July 2010 from www.nrm .gov.au or by 

calling 1800 552 008. Applications close 5pm Tuesday 31 August 2010.  

 
General Information regarding Australian Government Grants can be found on the following websites:  

Caring for our Country www.nrm.gov.au/funding/index.html  

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry www.daff.gov.au/about/grants_and_assistance  

Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 

www.environment.gov.au/programs/index.html  

Grantslink www.grantslink.gov.au

 

 

BIEN (Bruny Island Environmental Network) 

 

Clean -up Day  

The clean up weekend in  May was very successful with over 150 bags collected (mostly rope  

ends). More importantly good connections were made with the sea food industry and we have  

agreed to work together to make the reduction of this marine debris at source a priority. We  

are pl anning a public forum with Tim Hunt from Tassal to identify community concerns and to  

hear what the fish farms are doing to reduce environmental impact.  

Details will be published when confirmed.  

 

Climate Change Forum  

About 20 people attended this forum on Saturday May 22nd. The day proved very productive  

and the decision was made to focus on four main areas for follow up action. These are  

community education, solar hotwater unit bulk purchase, transport options & carpooling and  

whole food cooperative. Group  members are currently researching and planning activities in  

each of these areas. Keep watch for developing news and please contact us if you have a  

particular interest in these or any other local response action you would like to be involved in.  

mailto:kbroderick@nrmsouth.org.au
file:///D:/Marine%20Life/(Almost)%20final%20word%20editions/www.nrm.gov.au/funding/index.html
file:///D:/Marine%20Life/(Almost)%20final%20word%20editions/www.daff.gov.au/about/grants_and_assistance
file:///D:/Marine%20Life/(Almost)%20final%20word%20editions/www.environment.gov.au/programs/index.html
http://www.grantslink.gov.au/


|  RESEARCH & CONSERVATION NEWS  

 

Aug - Sept 2010 Page     5 

DPIPWE News 

 

New Marine Pest ï Colonial Tunicates  

Colonial sea squirt  

There has been a suspected detection of the 

nationally - listed marine pest Colonial sea squirt 

(Didemnum vexillum ) at Two Fold Bay in New 

South Wales. It is currently believed that the 

colonial sea squirt is not present in Tasmanian 

waters, however if it is introduced it is likely to 

have significant impacts on the marine 

environment and industries.  

 

The Department of Primary Industries, Parks 

Water and Environment (DPIPWE) is undertaking 

a range of measures to prevent this marine pest entering into Tasmanian waters, but we also 

need your help. As such, we ask all persons bringing vessels, fishing and diving equipmen t into 

Tasmania from NSW to pay particular attention to ensuring that all gear and equipment that 

has been in the water has been thoroughly cleaned and dried. If entering by air or by the Spirit 

of Tasmania, it is important to know that you are required to  declare all vessels and fishing 

equipment for inspection by a Quarantine Officer.  

 

How to identify them;  

¶ A distinctive mustard or orange/yellow colour  

¶ Often appears waxlike when hanging from  artificial structures  

¶ Prefers artificial structures such as wha rf piles,  jetties and mussel lines  

 

Experts advise that the Colonial Sea Squirt is difficult to positively identify in the field. Anyone 

seeing something that looks like this species should make an accurate note of the location, 

with GPS if possible, and r eport the sighting to the DPIPWE marine pest hotline: 0408 380 

377 . DPIPWE will then obtain samples and have them formally identified by a taxonomic 

expert.  

What to do  

 

¶ Clean and antifoul boat hulls regularly  

¶ Using freshwater, CLEAN, DRAIN and DRY vessels and equipment   
¶ Using a mild detergent, disinfectant or soap, wash boats and gear away from shore 

where it does not drain back into the marine environment.  

 

Information on Colonial sea squirt ( Didemnum vexillum ) and other marine pests  

http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-7T67HR?open
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Ocean Planet News 
 

Cocktail party  

Environment Tasmania will be hosting a fabulous cocktail party with stunning art for auction in 

November this  year to raise money for our valuable marine work. There is currently a working 

group beavering away on this  project, but if you would like to get involved in any way, please 

let us know on marine@et.org.au  

 

Ocean Plane t on Facebook  

We have a new  page for Ocean Planet Tasmania! Now you can follow us on Facebook too.  

 

We SaveD Ralphôs Bay 

The Tasmanian Planning Commission has officially opposed the building of a canal estate at 

Ralphs Bay  Conservation Area and the Tasmani an Government has backed this decision. The 

Government has also  suggested they will ban canal estates in all of Tasmania, which is also in 

line with coastal policy in NSW and  Victoria. The Ralphs Bay Conservation Area was doubled in 

size the day after the proposed canal estate  was officially denied. The perfect celebratory gift!  

 

CONGRATULATIONS and THANKS to everyone who put in submissions, or spent time 

volunteering to  spread the message and help SAVE RALPHS BAY! We can proudly say we have 

done our bit to  protect this  special area for the next generation.  

 

Please consider contacting your local representatives to applaud the Ralphs Bay decision and 

support the  proposed Tasmanian canal estate ban.   

 

Sarah Island yields more of its secrets  
Per NPWS website  

Graffiti might be seen as a modern day urban scourge, but a recent archaeological excavation 

at Sarah Island has revealed that leaving oneôs tag on walls is an activity which hasnôt lost its 

appeal through the centuries.  

 

Bricks with graffiti ï presumed to  be convict names scratched into the limewashed surface -  

 were among the fascinating items discovered by an international team of archaeologists that 

spent three weeks in late March and early April excavating two sites at the historic convict 

ruins at Sar ah and nearby Grummet islands in Macquarie Harbour.  

 

On Sarah Island, work focused on the jail , one of the islandôs more substantial ruins. The brick 

building consisted of a 16feet by 14 feet guard room and six 7 feet by 3 feet cells for solitiary 

confinem ent. TJ Lempriere, Commissariat Officer on the island, described the goal and 

mailto:marine@et.org.au
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surrounding buildings in less than flattering terms: óThe remainder of the buildings in the row 

consisted of the bakehouse, the tan yard and the goal. The latter is a miserable, small placeéô. 

This ómiserable, small placeô however has survived in a more intact condition than many other 

buildings, thanks to its 50 cm thick brick walls.  

 

At the jail  the team excavated two separate trenches, one in the guard room at the front of the 

building and across two of the solitary cells at the back of the building. ñIn the guard room, we 

were interested in finding out what the military officers were doing in this space or if they were 

using it at all. The historical records talk about it being  used as a large cell, so it was holding 

five or six men before they were sentenced and being  sent to Hobart for their crime s.  

 

ñWhat was interesting was that in the first convict era, all of the sketches of the buildings donôt 

show any chimneys in the bui lding but when we excavated down to we found the first cell had 

a hole punched through the wall and had a fireplace built into it. It appears that this happened 

after the convict settlement closed in 1833, when they came back in 1846 and modified the 

build ing. At that time most of the prisoners would have been ópass holdersô on their way out of 

the system, so theyôve changed the building to make it warmer and improve living conditions.ò 

 

The team found a similar s ituation at the back of the 

jail  where the solitary cells were. Originally, there 

were six solitary cells, but excavations revealed that 

a wall had been cut out between two of the cells, to 

make that space larger as well. They were also 

hoping to uncover relics from everyday life that 

would have fa llen through the original pine floor 

boards but what they found instead was that brick 

floors had replaced the timber floors. It was on those 

limewashed bricks that the scratched names were 

found. Among thousands of artefacts recovered were 

from the dig we re clay pipes, buttons, clasps from 

uniforms, rusty nails and small fragments of 

ceramics.  

 

The tiny jail  nearby Grummet Island once housed as 

many as 60 of the more troublesome prisoners. On 

Grummet, the archaeologists focused their attention 

on the locat ion of a structure thought to have been a 

cookhouse, however their efforts were not nearly as 

fruitful as at the goal.  

 

Two trenches were established and sandstone 

flagstones and a lot of burnt bone confirmed the use
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 of the buildin g as a cookhouse, but apart from some clay pipes, there was nothing else across 

the site. The team could only surmise that either all of the buildingôs materials were completely 

removed for re -use elsewhere, pilfered over time or washed away in bad weather  ï a 

possibility presented by historical documents that described waves crashing over the island in 

the fierce West Coast weather.  

 

The artefacts recovered at the site have gone to the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery to be 

prepared for shipping to the Uni versity of Manchester where they will be painstakingly 

catalogued and analysed. Eventually they will come back to TMAG as part of its archaeological 

collection.  

 

 

 Maritime History News  
 
Peta Knott heads North 

For those of you who know her, Peta has taken up another career opportunity on the Big  

Island. Her job of Maritime Heritage Co -Ordinator at TMAG/TMM is vacant and we assume is  

being refilled.  

 

Help needed Merseyside 

It seems that the Mersey Maritime Museum in Devonport is struggling for young voluntee rs  

and has approached the local council to help with the provision of labour to run the museum.  

No shortage of enthusiasm or funds, just that the volunteer base is aging and needs some  

help. Why not drop by to have a look one day, especially if you might b e interested in helping  

out.  

 

History buffs bring ketch up to scratch 
ABC May 7, 2010  
 

The art of wooden shipbuilding is being revived in  

north -west Tasmania where the historic fishing  

ketch, Julie Burgess, is being restored. The 19 -

metre ketch is on the slips by Devonport's Mersey  

River and shipwrights have begun stripping the  

hull and replacing the rigging. Age -old techniques  

like steam bending and caulk sealing will be  

revived to preserve the boat's authenticity. Built  

from Tasmanian blue gum in 1936, J ulie Burgess  plied Bass Strait for five decades as a cray -

fishing  boat then had a make -over for Australia's bicentenary. Since then it has gathered 

barnacles in  the Mersey River, until a $2 million Federal Government grant last year secured 

its future as a  tourist drawcard.  
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Last Chance for the ñBelle Brandonò 

What was once the oldest wooden vessel afloat in Australia has now been dragged ashore at  

Franklin. She has been allowed to sink at her wharf and after months of inaction MAST stepped  

in and demanded  that she be cleared from the wharf. In the process of moving her she broke  

her back. Now she would have to be virtually pulled apart and rebuilt rather than restored and  

it seems unlikely that any local will have the cash to take it on. Hereós hoping the Belle  

Brandon gets a second chance, but it looks most likely that she will burn or be broken up in  

situ. This is a bit of a blow after the failed attempt to save the ñEnterpris eò at Bicheno. What  

happens when the  ñCartel laò comes up for retirement. Is the re a financial plan, or is she also  

doomed for the breakers? These developments might be investigated a bit further in later  

editions.  

 

 

Stuff scientists like  
 
Experts astounded by 'city of gonads' jellyfish 
ABC May 6, 2010 9:36am AEST  

 

Tasmanian scientists have discovered a new 

species of jellyfish in Hobart's River Derwent. The  

species is only a few millimetres wide and 

scientists say it looks like a flying saucer with a  

cluster of gonads, or sex organs, on top. Scientists 

discovered the jellyfis h while surveying the waters 

outside the CSIRO in Hobart.  

 

The new species has been named Csiromedusa  medeopolis , meaning "jellyfish from CSIRO" 

and  "city of gonads". Launceston jellyfish expert Lisa -Ann Gershwin says it is an astounding  

discovery. "It's a bsolutely different from every other jellyfish that's ever been known," Dr  

Gershwin said."So we not only put it into its own new species and its own new genus, but it's  

actually a brand new family." Dr Gershwin says the find is also tremendously exciting. "Quite  

possibly and quite humbly the greatest discovery of my career, ever. I mean I'll be lucky if I  

ever get a discovery even half as incredible again," she said. "You know any mum with a new  

bub is always excited, but when you have a whole family of new  bubs I think it's triply  

exciting."  

 

Check out Lisa -Annós Hydrozoa website on http://www.medusozoa.com/hydrozoa.html  
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Dear Redmap  

 

Question 

Hi Redmap  

I was diving up at Bicheno this weekend and came across a complete moult (carapace + tail)  

of an eastern rock lobster in Waubs Bay. It looked fairly new. I was just wondering if I should  

still report this on the Redmap site, or whether the sighting is only valid if the animal is  

actually  alive!  

Cheers, Emma  

 

Answer 

Hi Emma  

Thatós a very good question! Yes, we would recommend to still log this sighting as it would be 

highly unlikely that a complete carapace would remain intact on a long journey down the coast  

from somewhere it was more common. Weóll soon be adding the capacity for people to add 

captions to their photos and include other detail like this for the Redmap team, so stay tuned!  

 

Redmap is now on Facebook. 

Become a fan of our page at 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Redmaprangeextensiondatabasemappingproject/121764204502516?ref=ts 

 

If you have any questions about Redmap that you would like answered, comments or suggestions, please 

email enquiries@redmap.org.au 
 

 

Recent Sightings  

A rock flathead caught by Damien 

Vireaux on  the east coast of Tasmania. 

This fish has been  recorded previously in 

northern Tasmania, but  never this far 

south ï and this one might be one  of the 

biggest caught yet (measured 84 cm!).  

 

Frigate mackerel are found around the whole  

mainland  but are more common in northern 

waters. Until last year,  they had not been 

formally recorded  in Tas since about  1980.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Redmaprangeextensiondatabasemappingproject/121764204502516?ref=ts
mailto:enquiries@redmap.org.au
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Critter Files 
 

Swimming anemone ( Phlyctenactis tuberculosa)  

 

Habitat: moderately exposed and sheltered reef, macroalgae  

Depth ra nge: 0 -35 m  

Size: diameter to 150 mm  

Diet: drifting food particles, small invertebrates and fish  

 

The swimming anemone is the largest anemone commonly seen in southern Australian waters. 

Its body consists of numerous reddish brown vesicles striped with blue, and it also has many 

long orange tentacles visible only when feeding. The species can move rapidly either by 

crawling or drifting during the current. During the day this anemone looks like a collapsed bag 

of baked beans, but at night it moves to a hi gh vantage point on kelp fronds and catches 

floating prey. An exceedingly terrifying and voracious predator if youôre a zooplankton, 

otherwise rather harmless.  

 

 

 

Photo © Emma Flukes
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Serious Kids 

Stuff 
By AMY  

 

More on Flathead  

While I was doing my squid project, my friend Ella was looking for information about flathead  

on the internet. We got an email from Peter Sellers asking a question about where Tiger  

flathead go to breed. He hasn ôt seen any baby ones when he goes fishing. We have asked  

Michael to help us look on the internet.  

 

Like a lot of fish, flathead seem to have funny habits and no -one really knows for sure what  

they get up to in the ocean as its hard to study them under the water, especiall y deep water.  

The studies that are around arenót always about Tiger Flathead. 

 

A different species, Dusky Flathead, is the most studied and scientists have said that ½ the  

fish population is ready to breed when the males are about 1 1/2 years old and the f emales 4  

1/2 years old.  

 

Some deepwater flathead species school in groups of males and females during breeding and it  

is possible that Tiger flathead might have some odd breeding behaviour as well which hasnót 

been seen. Some of the studies also say that some of the flathead species might be  

ñprotandrous sex reversers ò which means that they can change from male to female when  they 

are ready to breed, but the male and female numbers are out of balance.  

 

People mostly think Tiger Flathead 

move  inshore in Sp ring and 

Summer to lay  and fertilise the ir 

eggs. The longer  Summer days and 

warmer waters make  them feel like 

breeding.  

 

Flathead release  eggs into the 

water that are spread  around by 

the currents and tide.  Flathead 

quickly change from eggs into  

little schools of baby fish larvae, in 

a few  weeks probably. As they 

grow they start  to look more like 

adult flathead and look  for a 

sheltered spot. They will hide  Flathe ad eating a goby  
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among weed in shallow bays and the  saltier parts of rivers near the ocean  called estuaries. 

They are hard to see  because of their camouflage colours and  ambush any food that swims by.  

 
As the baby fish grow bigger they gradually spread out. They can move reasonably long  

distances around bays and estuaries looking for food before  moving out to sea again.  

Deep ocean flathead generally arenót seen again until they get caught in nets at about the 

30cm size range, but this might be because they get trapped in the nets at that size and the  

juvenile ( óteenager ô) flathead might have move d out to deep water when they were much  

smaller than 30cm.  

 

You can help flathead to breed by only catching fish when they get to the legal size. Even then,  

these size limits are only a guess as to the best time to catch the young fish. We often donót 

know  exactly when they breed. Often scientists have to wait until the flathead sizes start to get  

too small, then they ask the government to increase the size limit. If people are slow to agree  

to changes in the law, sometimes flathead numbers can ócrash ô befo re the rules are fixed. This  

can make it very hard for quite a few years afterwards to get a catch of nice sized fish for the  

table as it can take a long time for the fish populations to increase again after overfishing.  

 

What baby flathead look like -  A deepsea  

flathead larvae, Aust Museum  

 

Fun Stuff for Kids on Science Week.  

During Science Week there are lots of fun things for kids on. Go to  

http://www.scienceweek.gov.au  for details.  

 

There are kids events like stuff on fossils, getting messy hands at Science for Families, stuff on 

space, poster contests, making robots, nature printing on T-Shirts, young zoologists at the 

Museum, maths puzzles, school science prizes. 

 

 

 

 

My Compact Camera 
 
Kelp at Fortescue by Saeed Rashid

http://www.scienceweek.gov.au/
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Some of our favourites from your portfolio 

Presenting Ren Lim, Part II 
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Diving Legends 
 
JOHN (JOHNNO) EDWARD JOHNSTONE, MBE.  

Reprinted by Phil from Judith Kempens family history site  

 

Johnno Johnstone w as a Deep Sea Diver of great re nown.  

Some say the best ever, in Australia.  His father died 

when John was 3 or 4 years old . He left  school at 14 and 

worked as an office boy in a solicitors'  office (which he 

hated) and was sacked after six weeks. He  then worked 

as an office boy in the Accounts Dept of the  Canadian 

Pacific Steamship Company. He was sacked from  this job 

as well.  Even though his mother was against it, he  was 

destined to go to sea. He found a position in a ship  repair 

yard and became a shipwright's apprentice,  indentured 

for five years. Bill Russell was a diver on the  Mersey 

River and trained him in the basics of diving.  

 

John's mother died when he was 18 years of age. Late in 1910 he became a carpenters mate  

on the cargo steamer 'SS Cornwall' and emigrated to Australia. He arrived in Sydney in  

January 1911 aged 19 years. He went to Taree (had to walk all the way a s he had missed his  

train) and worked in a shipbuilding yard at Coopernook, on the Manning River. There he was  

employed by the Baskerville Family. He stayed with them until he had finished his  

apprenticeship and then went to Taree and worked for Danny Sull ivan Boat Builders. Here he  

met Stan Mitchell and a lifetime friendship was formed. He also met Flo (Stan Mitchell's'  

sister), and would have married her but for the outbreak of WW1.  

 

In 1915 he returned to Liverpool and became Private Johnstone of the 17t h Kings Liverpool  

Regiment or 1st Liverpool Lighthorse (in the horse brigade, grooming horses) and was  

stationed at Salisbury not far from Stonehenge. When volunteers were called for to train as  

divers he did so immediately. Discharged from the army to ass ist the war -effort as a  

shipwright at Portsmouth Shipyards, he became a Divers Assistant to Dick Leverett and in  

1916 he was sent to Invergordon in the North East of Scotland to start a formal course in Deep  

Sea Diving. Invergordon was an important Naval B ase where ships of the Grand Fleet came for  

refitting. It was also the home of The Diving School, which was situated, in the old battleship  

"H.M.S. Mars".  

 

At the end of the three -month course he was presented with the following report. " TO WHOM  

IT MAY CONCERN. The bearer, J. Johnstone, has been with me for three months as a trainee  

diver. I regret to say that his prospects as a diver are not good." Signed R. BOWIE.  

While training he was introduced to the American invention, an underwater gas blowtorch. He 

went on to master this device and became one of its most skilled operators. He worked off the  

Orkney Islands patching holes in torpedoed British ships. A condition of the German surrender  


