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| FISHERIE S & LOCAL NEWS

DPIPWE News

Rock Lobster Fishery Review - Release of New Discussion Paper

Find out what is happening and have your say into the review of the management of the fishery.
The Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment has released a discussion
paper on the issues and  future management of the rock lobster fishery.

Recreational Fishing forums discussing the stock declines and other issues in the fishery, and ways
to address these  are being conducted from 10 to 27 May. The venues and dates of meetings are
listed in the attached notice, at  www.fishing.tas.gov.au

Comment is welcome until 8 June 2010.

Parks News

Tasman Island feral cat eradications

A project to restore the natural values of Tasman Island will beg in next week with an aerial baiting
program to eradicate cats from the island.

Parks and Wildlife Service general manager, Peter Mooney, said this will be the first feral cat

eradication operation to be undertaken on a near offshore island in Tasmania. Th e project, costing
approximately $100,000, is a cooperative effort between WILDCARE Inc through the Tasmanian

Coast Conservation Fund, the Parks and Wildlife Service and the Resource Management and

Conservation Division of the Department of Primary Industr ies, Parks, Water and Environment.

AfiDespite a long history of human use, the island retains
of the project is not just the removal of every |l ast <cat,
ecosystem, 0 Mr .Wasnoan lslgnd is aniingbortant seabird breeding site and feral cats are

having a big impact on the islandds birds. They f-eed al mo
tailed shearwaters, with occasional | izar dgepriorsisthei nsect s.
largest in Tasmania, consisting of between 300 -700, 000 breeding pairs. fiWe estin
may be between 50 -100 feral cats on the island, but they are killing an estimated 50,000 fairy

prions each year. Cats are surplus killers, often killing and then not consuming th
Mooney said.

The baiting operation will take place next week, when there is a marked drop in the number of

seabirds on the island and food is in short supply for the cats. A meat bait using the toxin PAPP

(pa ra-aminopropriophenone) will be used as part of on -going research into the use of the toxin as
an alternative bait. PAPP is a humane and effective toxin which kills the cats rapidly, but without

distress; in a process similar to carbon monoxide poisoning. Trapping, then active hunting of any
surviving cats, will follow the aerial baiting. Remote cameras and other technology will be used to
continue surveillance of the island for another one to two years.

More information about the project is available on th e PWS website here
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| FISHERIE S & LOCAL NEWS
Arthur Pieman Vehicle Access

The consultation period on the Draft Arthur -Pieman Sustainable Recreational Vehicle Access
Report is being extended by another month.

A The rntrregmmends no change to current access for around 80 percent of the 94 tracks

identified in the report. The remainder are proposed for summer use only or for closure and
rehabilitation. However, the Minister stat bydisetshfat fAsom
the area. | take these concerns seriously and have decided to extend the consultation period

to 4 June 2010 as a result.o

Mr O6Byrne said that the Parks and Wildlife Service ha
years with key community gr oups, the Arthur  -Pieman Conservation Area Management

Committee and Off -Road Vehicle Consultative Group to improve the sustainability of

recreational activities in the Arthur -Pieman.

Track recommendations will be finalised following input from the communit y and these will be
implemented along with an improved off -road permit system.

Comments will be received until Friday, 4 June 2010 and can be forwarded by email to
representations@parks.tas.gov.au . The report is available on the PWS website at

http://www.parks.tas.gov.au/file.aspx?id=17494

News up North

Beneath the Tamar: more than silt

1May 1 11 July 2010
QVMAG at Inveresk

The exhibit ion Beneath the Tamar & more than silt

shows the diversity and beauty of the animals living in < :& ’ =~ o
W g

the Tamar estuary. With a mix of underwater S

photography and video this exhibition presents a visually stimulating, informative and educational
display of organisms  that will surprise you. It shows a side of the Tamar that most people never get

to see.

The exhibition is curated by David Maynard and Dr Troy Gaston, both lecturers at the Australian

Maritime College at the National Centre for Marine Conservation and Re source Sustainability. Troy
has over 13 years research experience in estuarine, coastal and marine biology and ecology. David

has been photographing Tasmanian marine life for 10 years.

ht tp://www.gvmag.tas.gov.au/whatsoninv.html#tamar

JuneJuly 2010 Page 2


mailto:representations@parks.tas.gov.au
http://www.parks.tas.gov.au/file.aspx?id=17494
http://www.qvmag.tas.gov.au/whatsoninv.html#tamar

| RESEARCH & CONSERVATION NEWS

Underwater Hockey Starts in the North

We are starting a regular game of underwater hockey on Tuesday nights at the deep end of
the Launceston Aguatic Centre pool. This is an exhilarating game and a great w ay to keep fit.

The pool and U/W Hockey Association are lending
1 the pool space,.
1 The pool is water polo/water basketball hats that we will use for head protection.
1 access to plastic bats
1 lead -plastic pucks

You just nee d to supply,
1 $6.75in pool fees

1 fins preferably without buckles, as these catch on peoples hair
1 mask and snorkel
9 agardening or neoprene glove for your playing hand
1 Dbathers
1 a mouthguard if you have one that you are comfortable wearing
If you think you will come along on a Tuesday ple ase do e -mail, Garry.Davidson@utas.edu.au

and let him know so that they can cater for numbers.

Cheers,
Garry Davidson
Committee Member, Tasmanian Underwater Hockey Association

Ocean Planet News

World Oc eans Day Screening BBC documentary Oceans: Exploring the
Secrets of our Underworld

Ocean Planet will be screening the amazing BBC documentary about our Southern Ocean. See
here: http://www.b  bc.co.uk/programmes/b00fpy59 The documentary investigates why parts
of the Southern Ocean are warming twice as fast as the rest of the world's oceans and looks at

the impact of this phenomenon.

Expedition leader Paul Rose, environmentalist Philippe Couste au Jr, maritime archaeologist Dr
Lucy Blue and marine biologist and oceanographer Tooni Mahto brave some of the roughest
seas and the strongest winds on the planet.

They go in search of one of the planet's most curious and enigmatic creatures - the weedy s ea
dragon. They explore iconic kelp forests to investigate how they're being threatened by the

rise in sea temperatures and a new predator. They dive one of the thousand shipwrecks in

these waters and in a unique sunken valley, they search for mysterious d eep ocean creatures
normally found hundreds of metres below the surface. And they enter a maze of perilous sea

caves to hunt for evidence of ancient sea creatures that can reveal how this ocean formed.

Where: Dechaineux Theatre
When: 8 " June 2010 Time: 6. 30 pmfora7 pm film start
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| RESEARCH & CONSERVATION NEWS
End of the Line: Coming to the State Cinema in Hobart

For those of you who missed the Ocean Planet pre -screening of Ocean Planet you now have
another opportunity to the worldés first majcobaf documen

overfishing.

Imagine an ocean without fish. Imagine your meals without seafood. Imagine the global

consequences. This is the future if we do not stop, think and act.

Coastal Protection News

Draft State Coastal Policy 2008

Please see The Tasmanian P lanning Commission's website for further information including the
Draft Policy and Implementation Guide:

http://www.planning.tas.gov.au/stpol/current_direction -_scp08

The Commission is now seeking representations generally on the draft Policy, and particularly

in the context of contemporary coastal research and knowledge.

Any suggestions for revisions and, or, amendments to the draft Policy are welcome. The

closing d ate for comments is 21 June 2010.

SCAT Planning and Policy 2010

Southern Coastcare Association of Tasmania (SCAT) is undertaking a strategic planning

process during 2010 and would love for you to be involved.

| really hope you can join me and other memb ers of the SCAT Committee at one of the
workshops outlined in the attachment. If not, please consider filling out our on -line survey
form in order to have your say in the future of SCAT.

RSVP for the workshops to our Admin Officer, James Burke on his deta ils attached.

Please pass the invitation attached on to others who you think may be interested. Thanks very

much.

Kristy Blackburn
SCAT President

Kristy.Blackburn@environment.tas.gov.au
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| RESEARCH & CONSERVATION NEWS

Marine DebrisClean -Up of Tasmani abs Wil derness Wor

Depending on your point of view this years' trip to the remote beaches of south west

Tasmania's Wilderness World Heritage Area was either the most successful to date with a

record haul of 17,714  pieces of rubbish or very disappointing as we continue to see increasing
amounts of rubbish finding its way into one of the worlds most pristine wilderness areas. Either

way we managed to clean a total of eight beaches thanks to the Cray fishermen, fine we ather
and a very happy, enthusiastic and capable crew.

The rubbish collected was slightly different in makeup to past years. Most noticeably there was

a massive increase in aluminium cans mainly due to some thirsty and careless visitors to New

Harbour or' Beercan Bay' on the south coast and Spain Bay in Port Davey. From these two

small beaches we found a staggering 599 and 140 cans and can pieces respectively out of a

total of 784 cans for all beaches. Most of these cans were clearly identifiable as produce d here
in Tasmania so are definitely locally derived. This year we also collected more small pieces of

plastic, caps and lids than ever before. Most other collected items showed a continual trend

upwards indicating we are seeing more and more rubbish makin g its way into our oceans.

This year we again found an array of strange items including a biohazard waste disposal

container, a toy horse, heater, stainless steel shackles and a matching pair of ugg boots. Once

again we found a number of clearly identifiab le foreign items including numerous bottles and
containers produced in Japan, China, Korea, Europe, Africa and South America. We again
found two ocean current drift cards one from the 1990's from Australia and one decidedly worn

card dated 1973 from South Africa. Check out all the updated info on the Blog at: http://wha -

marinedebris.blogspot.com/

Coastal Weed Management Workshop

The SPRATS group (Sea Spurge Remote Area TeamS) is proposing to run a coasta | weed
management workshop between 1 and 5 pm on Friday 4 June in the School of Geography and

Environmental Studies at the Sandy Bay campus of the University of Tasmania.

The aim of this workshop is to present and discuss strategies for the effective and t argeted
management of coastal weeds in such a manner that other values (eg shore nesting birds,

Aboriginal sites, ecological values) are not adversely impacted. In addition, the use of

volunteers and partnerships with land managers will be discussed.

Whils t this workshop will concentrate on weed management on Tasmania's west and south
coasts, its topics are relevant to performing environmental management in many other parts

of Australia.
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RESEARCH & CONSERVATION NEWS

Contact: Jon Marsden -Smedley jonms@bigpond.com 0427 334 240

Coastal weed management workshop

A coastal weed management workshop will be run by SPRATS (Sea Spurge Remote Area TeamsS).

Time and location:
- Friday 4 June 2010 between 1:00 and 5:30 pm,
- Lecture Theatre 1, School of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Tasmania
(building 12 on map: http://www.campuses.utas.edu.au/documents/sandy-bay-building-map.pdf).

Workshop aims:
- strategies for coastal weed management,
- effective use of volunteers,
- managing partnerships with land managers and other parties,
- performing effective weed management whilst minimising impacts to natural and cultural values.

The workshop format will be a series of short talks followed by interactive discussion.

Program
Workshop welcome

Volunteering for environmental management
Adventure weeding: the effective use of volunteers Geoff Luscombe, SPRATS
Remote area weeding: SPRATS progress to date  Jon Marsden-Smedley, SPRATS

Weeding on a smaller island Bob and Penny Tyson, Friends of Deal Is
Challenges when performing coastal weed management

Weed identification and emerging weed threats Matt Baker, Tasmanian Herbarium

Minimising impacts to shore birds Eric Woehler, Birds Tasmania

Afternoon tea
Strategic issues related to coastal weed management

Australia-wide perspective Tim Rudman, DPIPWE

A land managers perspective Chris Arthur, PWS

A regional approach to weed management Sandy Leighton, STCA

A regional approach to weed management Greg Stewart, NRM North
Plenary session and key workshop outcomes Kathleen Broderick, NRM South

For RSVP or more information contact:
Jon Marsden-Smedley
Room 410, School of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Tasmania
Phone: 6226 7674 (w), 0427 334 240 (ah), Email: jon.marsdensmediey@utas.edu.au

SPRATS is a seli-managing WildCare group working in partnership the Parks and Wildlife Service.
We have been doing remote area weeding of sea spurge (Euphorbia paralias) and marram grass
(Ammophila arenaria) on Tasmania's west and south coasts for the past four years.

This is a unfunded workshop being run by a volunteer group. The support of the School of
Geography and Environmental Studies and NRM South in running this workshop is acknowledged.

% Sea School of
Spurge
== UTAS
Area
TeamS

Geography
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| RESEARCH & CONSERVATION NEWS

News in Brief

Maori Screw Shell Pest now impacting fisheries
19 March - Scientists fear an introduced species of shellfish could impact on Tasmania's scallop
and trawl fisheries. Survey work using a new remote control underwater camera has revealed

the New Zealand screwshell now extends from southern Tasmania to Sydney Harbour.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010 /03/19/2850870.htm?site=northtas

Fisheries urged to diversify their take - Tasmania

28 April - Australian fisheries scientist Tony Smith, from the CSIRO's Wealth from Oceans
Flagship in Hobart, says there needs to be a "balanced exploitation” of the ocea ns.

"The balanced exploitation approach is suggesting a lower overall exploitation rate -
particularly with regard to some of the currently intensively fished species - with the trade off
that you exploit a larger part of the ecosystem."

Dr Smith says, for  example, that when setting quotas for rock lobsters, consideration should
be given to their interaction with sea urchins.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2 010/04/27/2883495.htm?site=northtas

Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery

Biodiversity Week Exhibition, A Year of Wonder in the Island Arc

Now until 21st December, 2010 9:00 am

Tasmania, with its living cargo of plants and animals, has been a separate island for 12,000

years. The wide variety of landscapes and habitats has been protected from some of the

effects of climate change, human impact and introduced species that have caused extinctions

in mainland Australia. Through this program of public lectures, ¢ uratorial talks, sessions in the

Zoology Galleryandweb -based outreach, you will discover Tasmani
biodiversity, unusually high numbers of endemic animals and plant species that are present

here.

Choose one or more of the followi ng events.

An Island Arc: the Unique Animals and Plants of Tasmania

Biodiversity trail

Intergenerational Biodiversity Discovery Sessions T Holiday program
Video podcast of the Biodiversity Scientists at work

Public talk(s)

E e

http://www.biodiversity2010.0rg.au/2010/04/a -year -of-wonder -in-the -island -arc/
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| BITS & PIECES

Random dive club news

OCEANS doing it hard at Bridport and Croppies

Look at that weather!

TSDC

The idea was to get members back into the pool to try a few skills and have a bit of fun. |
think on that score we were pretty successful and had a good turnout from club members, as

many as we could handle really.

Thanks to the grand offer of help we received from lan Cooksey of Aqua Scuba Diving
Services, we also were  able to offeratry 1 adive. We only had 3 starters in the end after
some confusion about locations and a few timid non - starters, but those that attended certainly

made up for it in keenness.

Thanks also has to go to Clarence Pool for the ¥ price deal t hey do for divers, which makes it
financially viable for us. We candt end this article w
Gail who prepared a terrific photo display, baked muffins and then helped out with skills

training. Above and beyond!
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BITS & PIECES

BICHERO,
Queens BIRTHDaY LONG weeKenn,
June 2™ - 14™, 2010

Come and join your fellow dive clubs from around Australia at beautiful Bicheno on
the sunny east coast of Tasmania for an outstanding long weekend of fun including:

World class diving
Photo competitions
. Scuba Olympics
.~ Diving presentations
New gear to try out
Great prizes
Socialising

For more information, please contact:

Andrew Burt 03 6212 8240
or
www.lassiedivers.com
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BITS & PIECES

2010 CCW Timetable

Friday

6.00 PM Informal meet and greet at the pub for dinner. Meal orders close at 8pm
9.00 PM Event Registration, diving movie and drin ks at the hall

Saturday

8.00 AM Event registration at the town hall during Saturday morning
Morning General Diving

12.00 PM Inter Club Reciprocal Rights Discussion at the hall for those interested
Hosted by Michael Jacques

1.00 PM Scuba Olympics at the ova I

Afternoon General Diving

4.30 PM Group Night Dive at Waubs Bay

7.00 PM Meal at hall

8.00 PM Presentations

9.00 PM Quiz night

Sunday

Morning General Diving

12.00 PM Organisation of next year's CCW event at the hall for those interested
Hosted by Andrew Bu  rt

Afternoon General Diving

3.00 PM Spud hunt at Waubs Bay

6.00 PM Meal at hall

7,00 PM Presentations

8.00 PM Photo Competition

9.00 PM Event Prizes and Awards presentation

Monday

Morning General Diving

Revision

More Info:

http://tassiedivers.com/community/index.php?/topic/1830 -ccwl10 -update/

Dear Redmap é

Recent sightings

This octopus usually inhabits waters off
New South Wales, commonly Sydney.
You would really have t o catch this
octopus to easily identify it. Often
octopus look like two eyes peering out
from a rock crevice. If you are lucky
enough to spot this up close, look for its
white eyes, brown body and distinct

orange underside.

AKA: Sydney (Gloomy) Octopus
Habitat: Adult octopus live in reef

environments.

Size: Can reach an arm span of 2 m.

Image: R. Stuart -Smith
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| BITS & PIECES

Kids Fun Day

With the TSDC & Marine Life Magazine

By Mike Jacques
Photos by Kylie McGeary and Sarah Pidgeon

Well in Tassie the chances ar e good that any outdoor beach event is likely doomed to suffer
from howling winds and driving rain. Not so the fun day that had PERFECT weather, clear blue

skies, light winds and air conditioner style temperatures.

We started off with world champion sand castle building, then totem tennis, rides in the Zodiac

including one out to the Iron Pot, fishing, swimming, a foreshore walk, hot chocolates (thanks

Colin) and lots of lollies (I even let the kids have a few). Sarah and Kylie took photographs for

everyon e and we will include just a few for your pleasure. Basically, everyone was helpful and

happy. The kids behaved and enjoyed themselves. Ella Clayton wants to have fun days every

week.

We also had everyone who indicated an interest actually turn up, plus a few more blow -ins.

From the dive club we had 3 families (McGeary, Jacques and Fillisch), along with 3 families of

Marine Life magazine readers (Fry, Clayton and Pidgeon) and one blow -in walking along the

beach, a little boy coul dndntlcastieslardd refused to follow ldssnothea k i ng s

home. Just the right number of people according to Amy.

If you are wondering why a e -Zzine does that sort of thing itbés becau
people with a common interest get to know each other better and have social fun with the
ocean.
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BITS & PIECES

Leven Hunts for the ADavenporto wreck

March exploration dives T Greg Close and Phil White

Still haven't found the wreck of the Davenport but still looking. Neo and | di d a few bounces in
the suspect zone and saw nothing that remotely resembled dredge wreckage. In fact | tried to

get back on the pulp pipeline for a more thorough inspection but couldn't find that either! The

GPS positions marked the last time out did not ¢ oincide with what was coming up on the

sounder so it was a bit hit and miss. (All miss unfortunately). Not easy to spot when it sits less

than a metre off the bottom and there was a swell running of around 7 metres.

Better luck next time. | did find a nu di or two even if they were the more common ones.
Message 2

Spent the morning doing further search dives off Morelands Beach east of 'Wrights Island'. Still
no luck in finding the dredge remains.

Few nice little patches of bottom found with good fish lif e and invertebrate growth.
The remarkable thing this morning was the number of Blue Bottles (Portuguese Men of War)

on the surface. In one strip, which was over a kilometer long and 100 or so metres wide, they

were so thick there was less than a metre be tween them.
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| BITS & PIECES

Critter Files

Giant spider crab ( Leptomithrax gaimardii )

Habitat: exposed reef, sand
Depthrange: 0 -820m

Size: carapace width to 125 mm
Diet: small invertebrates

The giant spider crab can generally be recognised by its orange -whitish colo ur, massive size
and legs that are considerably longer than the body. The species normally oc curs in deep
water up to 80 0 m, but local feeding and mating aggregations can form in very shallow water

at particular times of the year. Although fun to antagonis e, these crabs can deliver quite a

nasty finger -crushing sensation with their powerful claws.

Photo © Emma Flukes

Readers have reported seeing spawning aggregations off Kingston as late in the year as only a month

ago. Spider crabs have also been foun d washed up on Bruny where they are often seen in the shallows
on the Channel side.  Note the number of Maori Screw Shells on the bottom, see news item above for
more info.
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| BITS & PIECES

Serious Kid
Stuft

By AMY
While | was doing my squid project, my friend Ella Clayton was looking for information about
flathead on the internet. Here is a picture of Ella,

We now have to make paper Mache models of our project animals.
Gee, squid are hard. Our teacher, Mr Jeffries is probably going to get
our models displayed at Eas  tlands or the Rosny library.

Michael has put together some of the information we used in the
project.

There are different sorts of flathead like the Sand flathead ( Platycephalus bassensis ), tiger
flathead (Platycephalus richardsoni), Cast el nau ods( Platicephalusespeculator ) and the
rock flathead ( Platycephalus laevigatus) . Both eyes are on the top of the flattened head, giving
excellent binocular vision to attack overhead prey. Flathead use this

body structure to hide in sand (their body colour ¢ hanges to match
their background), with only their eyes visible, and explode upwards

and outwards to engulf small fish and prawns as they drift over.

Sand Flathead

Sand flathead grow to at least 50cm in length and over 2kg in

weight. On reaching this size they are around 16 years old. Sand
flathead spawn around Tasmania from September through to

February in coastal bays and inner continental shelf waters. It is the

most popular fish targeted by Tasmanian amateur fishermen.

Commercial fishermen take 50 -60 to nnes of every year  and fish
stocks are declining.

Tiger Flathead

A similar species, the tiger flathead, has orange -brown spots on

light brownish or pinkish grey body. This fish has larger canin e teeth

than the sand flathead. They are generally found both i nshore and
on the continental shelf between 0 and 400m. Spawning occurs on the continental shelf

between December and February. Tiger flathead grow to at least 65cm in length and a

maximum age of about 17 years. The main species of the South East Trawl fis hery is tiger
flathead which spend part of their life cycle inshore.

No more serious kids stuff for this issue - watch this space!
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