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To educate, inform, have fun and share our enjoyment of the marine world with

like -minded people.
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Art Exhibition

Gretta has given me the full o6éskinnyd/ 6gend /info on
the history of exploration with a cool creative twist.
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Fishing for the Future

No Mako Fishing Ban

The Australian Government has responded to  three shark species being listed as a migratory
species under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act). A

federal government Joint Standing Committee on Treaties is currently investigating the

proposed listing of Mako and Porbeagle sharks which will result in the ban on taking these

shark species.

National fishing organisations worked hardto get Minister Gar rett to consider an exemption for

the recreational sector or at least a 6 -12 month temporary halt to the implications of the
international listing. The Federal Coalition  has also sought to stop the Federal Environment
Minister 's proposal to ban recreationa | fishing of Mako and Porbeagle sharks. Senator Colbeck

noted that extreme green group s get seats at key marine meeting; fishing industry misses out.
Senator Colbeck has called on the federal government to immediately announce the

postponement of hisbana  nd begin a genuine consultation process prior to any decision being
made.

Minister Garrett's media release indicates that catch and release for Mako's is acceptable, and
noted that Mako stocks we  re not under pressure in Austr alian waters and the effect of the
international listing has been an unintended consequence that was unknown at the time of the

listing. The federal government says it did not know that the 3 shark species would be banned

for the recreational sector when they were listed. This is a very hot national and there are
considerable efforts being directed at Minister Garrett to reverse the implications of the listing.

The EPBC Act is is currently under review. Recommendation 17 says that the government

should allow the take of the 3 shark speci es listed on the international listing, subject to
management arrangements and that the take would not be detrimental to the survival of the

species. The Government then bowed to pressure and will not implement the ban.

The ban only applies to commonwealth waters, i.e. beyond state waters (3 nautical miles) and
out to Australia's territorial waters (220 nautical miles) and is expected to come into effect
from 29th January 2010.

The Wonders of Fishwatch

After seeing a respected member of the business community and well -known yachtsperson
recently pull in a bucket full of undersized fish on a cruising day out, perhaps | have to retract

my earlier optimism about the fishing regs message starting to sink in. | had a recent
conversation with a fellow in a blue -collar workplace of some size, where cray selling for cash

in a regular activity. The same source also mentioned how a few zealous types catch their 5

crays in the river, dump them at home then go and ge t another 5 in the Channel on the same
day.

The reasons for this avarice seem to be related more to the thrill of beating the law and the

thrill of the chase, rather than a real need for a lot of crays, or an expectation that they will

make a fortune out o fit. They might make $50 here and there, but run the risk of boat and

gear confiscation on top of jail and fines. Like a | ot
expensive effort for a small return.

If you have a similar story | would suggest that ther e is someone even more interested than
us. I f you are aware of i l0MZ@¢xdb57fi shing activity ringé
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Recent Recreational Fishing Survey Results

(collated by lan Cooksie , Aqua Scuba)

TAFI have just released a report on the 2008 -09 recreational rock  lobster and abalone season.
This is a summary of the results:

A 21 000 recreational crayfish licenses and 13 000 abalone licenses were issued for the period

of 1 November 2008 to 31 August 2009.

A During this time 105 500 crayfish were caught, 61% by cray pots and 33% by diving.

A 70% of these fish were caught between November and January.

A 58% were caught on the east coast, 24% on the north coast and 19% on the west coast.

A The crayfish caught by recreational fishers made up 6% of the total allowable ca tch
(recreational and commercial catches combined).

A During the same time, 81 000 abalone were caught of which 60% came from the east coast.

This total made up 1.5% of the total allowable catch.

During the last 10 years there has been an increase in the number of licenses issued but not
an increase in the total number of fish caught by recreational fishers.

A review of the rock lobster fishery is underway and public meetings will be commencing in
April. The full report and information on the rules review are available from TAFI,

www.tafi.org.au

Tank Safety

by lan Cooksie , Aqua Scuba

The issue of the Aold aluminium cylindersodéd continues.
scuba cylinder design, manufacture and testing, has issued a statement concerning the filling

and testing of these cylinders. This is the only official statement concerning these cylinders

since the Queensland Work Place Cover Safety Notice issued in September. The statement

clearly states that these cylinders are still appro ved for use providing that they pass the

appropriate test. AUNnt il there is a regulatory authori
testing and filling of these cylinders they may continue in service, providing they pass all of the

inspection and testi  ng requirements of AS2030.5 and AS2337.1 plus any additional

requirements of the manufacturer such as Eddy current tests.

Over the last few months we have encountered an increasing number of scuba cylinders

without burst disks. A burst disk is a safety device installed into the valve that is designed to
rupture before the cylinder pressure exceeds its safe and tested limits. Burst disks will
occasionally blow when full cylinders are left inside hot cars. As the heat increases the

pressure inside the cylind  er rises to dangerous levels. If the burst disk does not blow, releasing

the cylinder contents in a quick but controlled manner, the cylinder could explode.

The problems we have encountered have been old cylinders without burst disks, 2 burst disks

installed so that the cylinder can be given fAa good fi
engineered and put in its place, incorrect burst disks installed and brand new cylinders being
sold without burst disks. Burst disks are required to be fitte d on cylinder valves in Australia for

safety reasons and if your cylinder has the incorrect one installed, your cylinder could be
failed.
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Trials of Boating (Yes, it Happens to all of us at some time )
KAYAKERS RESCUED OFF WEST COAST
Source: Tasmania Police Wednesday, January 13, 2010

At 11.00 p.m. on Tuesday 12 January 2010, two Queensland men activated two EPIRBS when

they got into difficulties kayaking on the West Coast near Granville Harbour. AMSA initiated a
search including a Dornier aircraft from Victoria, the Westpac Police Rescue Helicopter, local

police, SES and local fisherman from Granville Harbour.

About 2.30 a.m. on Wednesday 13 January 2010, the Dornier crew saw a light on the water
about 1.5 km South of Granville Harbour. The Westpac Police Rescue Helicopter confirmed the
two men were still in their sea kayaks at 4.00 a.m.

A fishing vessel assisted with the rescue taking the men onboard at 5.30 a.m. One man is
believed to be mildly hypothermic but otherwise well, both are being con veyed to Strahan.

The men are believed to be brothers aged in their thirties from Queensland and were
attempting a circumnavigation of Tasmania in sea kayaks.

Police will speak to the men on their arrival at Strahan at 4.00 p.m. today.

CHINESE JIBE

Someone sent me in a picture of their boss putting his
Jibed, assumedly because its makes one |ive in 6intere
Whil e not as enjoyable as putting in a photo of nyour b
photos of someone who was asked to |l aunch a dinghy and
much in the watero. This was interpreted as meaning he

car down the ramp head first, with obvious results.
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Funding News

Tasmanian Community Fund Grants

The Tasmanian Community Fund makes grants to community organisations that make a

difference by improving social, environmental and economic outcomes for the Tasmanian
Community. The next grant round opens on 13 February and applications must be submitted
by 24 March 2010. Guidelines are now available from www.tascomfund.org/applications.html

NRM Northdéds Coast al Community Grants

Grants of up to $5000 are available to assist groups undertaking on -ground works within
coastal or estuarine areas in northern Tasmania. An information kit including grant application
forms and guidelines is available at www.nrmnorth.org.au Kits may al so be requested by
contacting NRM North administration on 03 6333 7777 or by email to admin@nrmnorth.org.au
Applications close 12th March, 2010

Climate Change Information

Wedges Report

The Tasmanian Government has released a major climate change report analysing the
opportunities for greenhouse gas emission reductions across the Tasmanian economy.
The key findings of the report are available the link below.
Www.earnyourstars.tas.gov.au

Preparing Biodiversity for Climate Change
A report assessing the vulnerability of Australiads bi
been released and is available for download from www.climatechange.gov.au

Climate Change Report Card

A climate change impacts and adaptation report card for Australia 2009 has been released. The

report card summarises knowledge on climate change impacts, identifies knowledg e gaps and
addresses key adaptation issues. The report is available at www.oceanclimatechange.org.au

Coastal Erosion Mapping Tool

Australiabs first National Coast al L a ek launamed.aThed St abi |
tool maps coastal landform type for the entire Australian coastline and provides the ability to

identify areas vulnerable to erosion under a changing climate. It can be accessed at

Www.0zcoasts.org.au

Climate Change Impacts on Derwent Tidal Wetlands and Saltmarshes
Tidal wetlands and saltmarshes occupy 3.6 square kilometres of the low lying coastal areas

around the Derwent estuary. These distinctive coastal vegetation communities are dominated

by succulent shrubs (samphire), grasses, se dges, rushes or herbs. Saltmarshes occur on saline
flats and estuarine areas fringing low wave energy coasts, whilst tidal wetlands typically occur

in the upper estuary where surface waters are brackish. These areas provide important habitat

for coastal pl ants, water birds, fish (spawning and nursery areas), and invertebrates. Wetlands

and saltmarshes also act as natural sponges, absorbing and stilling flood waters and filtering

out sediments, nutrients and other pollutants, and can also buffer the coastlin e from wave
erosion. In the Derwent estuary some wetlands and saltmarshes are currently threatened by
foreshore development, in  -compatible land -use, and sea level rise. The Derwent Estuary
Program initiated a study to predict the future extent and migratio n of tidal wetlands and
saltmarshes in the Derwent estuary by 2100 in response to sea level rise. This study was

completed by researchers at the University of Tasmania, with funding support from NRM

South. The study first mapped the current extent and dist ribution of tidal wetlands and
saltmarshes from aerial photography and satellite images, and then mapped the future extent
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of this vegetation based on a 110 cm sea level rise (this is the International Panel for Climate
Change (IPCC) high end sea level ris e

projection for 2100). The good news is that in many areas of the Derwent estuary the tidal
wetlands and saltmarshes should be able to migrate to new areas, provided that their path is

not blocked by seawalls, landfill or other barriers. It was recommende d in the study that
suitable low -lying areas be assessed and noted as potential wetland and saltmarsh
conservation areas in consultation with public and private land owners. For further details, see

the full report available on the DEP website .

NRM and Landcare Information and Events

2010 National Landcare Forum

Landcare celebrates 20 years of achievements and looks at future challenges. Are you are
interested in protecting the environment and creating sustainable landscapes, lifestyles and
livelihoods for the 21st century? The Australian Government invites community groups,

farmers, Indigenous land managers, researchers and interested ind ividuals to attend the
National Landcare Forum which is being held at the Allan Scott Park, Morphettville from 22nd -
25th March 2010. Over 400 delegates are expected to attend. The National Landcare Forum

will include workshops, presentations, demonstratio ns, a gala forum dinner, and an exhibition
including displays from around Australia. Delegates will have the opportunity to learn about

the latest research developments in Natural Resource Management and sustainable

agriculture, develop new networks and ne w skills; celebrate 20 years of achievements and
recognises the significant contribution the community has made over the last 20 years.

Sessions will cover current issues including climate change, carbon sequestration,

volunteering, succession planning and food security. On 25 March delegates can visit a range
of Landcare projects and restoration sites in the Barossa Valley, the Lower Lakes and urban

areas.

If your organisation is interested in an exhibition booth or display space please see the Forum

Webs ite. Exhibition fees cover one full delegate registration per booth. Smaller groups can site
share to reduce costs.

To register or find out more please go to:

http://www.nationallandcareforum.com.au

NRM Regional Coastal Forum

Understanding coastal changes: causes and implications - Tuesday 23 March from 9.30am T
1.00pm at the Ulverstone Civic Theatre (lunch included). Secure your place by calling Leanne
on 6431 6285. Registrations are essential for catering purposes and will close on 19 March.

All welcome to this free event, organised by Cradle Coast Natural Resource Management and

funded by the Australian Governmentdéds Caring for Our C

Pittwater Orielton Lagoon Information Session

Come along and find out about getting involved with looking after Pitwater Orielton Lagoon
Speakers will include Eirc Woehler (Birds Tasmania), and Vishnu Prahalad (UTAS).
Thursday 4th March, 6pm T 8pm

Sorell Memorial Hall

Contact Andry Sculthorpe for more information, ph. 6269 0000,
Andry.Sculthorpe@sorell.tas.gov.au

Clean up Australia

2010 marks the 20th anniversary of Clean -up Australia Day (CUAD) and the Derwent Estuary

Program (DEP) is coordinating a major regional Derwent litter campaign with the aim of

coll ecting over 20 tonnes of rubbish! Thiwgncilcsmmpai gn i s
govern -ment and industry partners, as well as the EPA Division, the Aus -tralian Governmen
Caring for Our Country program and Veolia Environmental Services. During CUAD 2009, 45

community groups, schools and businesses collected over 4 tonne s of litter from the
foreshore. In 2010, we hope to involve 60 groups in the Derwent Clean -up Cam -paign, collect

over 20 tonnes of rubbish and target a number of lit -ter hotpots along the foreshore. Links
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between urban stormwater and foreshore li tter will also be highlighted given that stormwater

is the primary source of litter to the Derwent. If you would like to join in please register  your
group and site on the Clean Up Australia Day website:

www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au

Please note that Bu siness Clean -up Day is on Tuesday 2 March, Schools Clean  -up Day is on
Friday 5 March and Community Clean -up Day is on Sunday 7 March.

If you would like to nominate a litter hotspot along the Derwent foreshore, contact John

Chrispijn on 6233 0477.

Arm End Reserve gets some much needed attention

Oliver Strutt,

Coastcare Facilitator

The Arm End Reserve at Opossum Bay is one of the most visible landmarks in the Hobart area
and it is a popular destination for both locals and visitors. The reserve is suffering though,
from invasion of weeds including serrated tussock, boneseed, african boxthorn, cape wattle

and others, high populations of feral cats and rabbits, declining native vegetation, and

generally inadequate management.

The South Arm Coastcare  group has secured funding through the Caring for our Country
Community Action Grants to develop a management plan for the reserve and begin

undertaking work, including weed control and revegetation with locally occurring species.

The project will commence with a Family Fun Day including a sausage sizzle, treasure hunt,
information display and walk and talk around the reserve to facilitate community input into the
development of the management plan. The event will be on Sunday the 14th of March from
10amto 1pm.

NRM South Forum
note that the date of the forum has been changed to March 9th, 2009.

NRM South, in partnership with the Southern Coastcare Association of Tasmania, would like to
invite you to join us to find out more about natural processes in the coastal environment and
discuss the resulting management issues and approaches.

This forum is an opportunity to:
A update your knowledge on coastal | anedlisem changes

re

A hear about the SMARTLINE mapping oingmdgrammand t he TASMAR
A ask questions of technical experts and | and mangers

Guest speakers and panel members to include Chris Sharples (coastal geomorphologist), Chris
Rees (Coastal & Marine Branch, DPIPWE), Phil Watson (Clarence City Cou ncil), Nick Bowden
(University of Tasmania).
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Art and Education

Each year, the Marine Education Society of Australasia (MESA) runs Seaweek to promote educational issues
of relevance to the marine environment.

In 2010, the thenieouirss & c eecaxnpsl oorfe Llainfde conserved in
Year of Biodiversity.

Why Oceans of Life as the Seaweek theme?

Australia is a marine nation. We have one of the largest ocean territories in the world, and it drives our climate
and weather, generates employment, provides food and resources, and offers lifestyle and recreational
opportunities. (Source:CSIRO)

Austr al i aaBessuppatech biadiversity which we aim to explore in Seaweek 2010.

Seaweek in 2010 can:

A Inspire and inform you about the significance an
A Initiate interest and actinmens. for our marine and
A Introduce you to activities and events facilitat
A Provide you with educational resources available
A lnvolve your sypartcipationannmarine studies arml exploration.

Oceans Marine Art and Issues Primary School Art Challenge

There are separate competitions for K-2, Years 3 & 4 and Years 5 & 6. The tasks include hand drawn sketches,
paintings or Digital Artworks. The winner and runner up in each age category will receive a certificate, book and
art material prize.

2010 Seaweek Banner and Ecard Photography Competition

MESA invites primary and secondary students to create art work with clear messages about our Marine
envir onment. The theme of the work should tie in wit
Oceans to explore, ours to restoreo

There are two categories for this competition. Entrants can submit an original image for the Ecard category or
draw, paint, glue, splash or sketch a full sized banner for the banner category.

NEW climate change educational resources!

As part of its Great Barrier Reef Climate Change Action Plan 2007-2012, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority has developed a suite of educational resources to help educators teach about the complex impacts of
climate change on coral reefs.

http://www.mesa.edu.au/seaweek2010/default.asp
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Critter Files

Common stargazer ( Kathestoma leave)

Habitat: sand, mud
Depthrange: 0 -60m
Size: up to 75 cm

Diet: fish, crabs

The stargazer is a bizarre  -looking fish that appears to have hit every branch in its fall from the

ugly tree. With a flattened head that allows it to burrow into the sand with only the eyes and

part of the mouth visible, it chases anything including divers and has been known to swallow

fish the size of its own body. This fish can be recognised by its lack of scales and all -round
hideo us appearance. | guess even nature makes mistakes sometimes.

Il dm felt this delightful creature deserved a fuHmmaphoto montage. ..

Photos © Emma Flukes
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On, Under, Over and Around

by Mike Jacques, Photos John Smith

Tasmania is full of contradictions. I n the Western hal
exceeds 2 metres per annum in some places and you can die of hypothermia half an hour from

your car when the Antarctic blizzards roar up from the South.

In the Midlands itdéds an anachronistic scene of sleepy

quintessentially Australian rural landscape of whitened dead trees and flies.

In the East the dry sheep country has given way to rolling hills that fall starkly over rocky

escarpments and bubble quietly into sandy bays. The mountains have mostly blunted the

vi ol ence of the Western winds and the East Coast is re
grab a pencil and walk away from the tourists roads to draw or doodle as the breeze brushes

and whispers through the coastal sheoaks and Oyster Bay Pines. Not too hard still to find a

spot where the sand goes on forever, but there arendt

In some places, a mille  nia of geological catastrophes have ripped granite from the darkened
underworld where it formed. It has been released in an explosion of orange, pink, red and grey
along the foreshore. This unyieldingly hard and crystalline surface weathers slowly. The ero ded
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foreshore rocks are gently sanded away, leaving smooth and massive monoliths as a barrier to

the brisk Summer storms. The jet white quartz crystals that are released from the rock then

wash back as blindingly white sand. The reflection of the sun from this white sandy bottom
gives the water a mesmerising deep azure colour. This unique landscape has ensured that the
granite coastlines of Freycinet Peninsula and Bicheno are considered among the most beautiful
places on the planet.

When you enter Bicheno  these days the sheoaks have often made way for foreshore holiday

flats, but the | andscape stil!]l i sndt so tamed. The tou
constrained the size of the town. Some of the greasy old fish and chip shops built here in the

1970s have given way to high quality cafes and restaurants, but this is still a small fishing

village, hemmed in on all sides by unyielding rocky escarpments. Fishing boats still ride out the

swel | in the precarious shelter of Waudad.s Bay as they
Its residents are a mix of beachcombing semi -retirees, eccentric drifters and leathery old
fi shermen. To be filocal o here your grandfather probabl

al so accepting of-i nhBé whbpygeodblsivneirementifuhds bazve neaded r
this one of the more prosperous rural areas in Tasmania. The local mayor is a motorcycle

riding French immigrant with a handlebar moustache, who use to be a movie extra before

deciding to open a business in Bicheno.

| goto meet John, a former Wing Commander in the Air Force who travelled Australia as a

Afgrey nomadod before falling in I ove with Bicheno and d
John is to go for a dive and spot some seadr ageems, and
underwater photographer but way too modest to admit to any skill. He does have a keen

curiosity and an eye for a great shot, so its hard to see how he could be considered anything

but a gifted photographer.

John has a second -hand Zodiac

inflatab le dinghy that was once owned

by the Antarctic Division. We launch it

inshall ow AGul chd created b
shelter of Governor Island and motor

slowly past a rancorous group of birds

enjoying the sheltered nesting sites

offered by the island. These nesting

sit es candt be accessed by
and dogs that would otherwise cull their

numbers. Its mostly Crested Terns

here, but there are also plenty of Silver

Gulls and Oyster Catchers.
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Governor Island is part of a small but important marine park that p
excellent dive sites. When this park was first proposed there was strident opposition from

fisher men. Predictions of
came to pass. Instead the island encouraged a boom i
anyone who things the mari

We pass by a glass bottomed boat full of tourists gaping in awe at the seaweed a

rovides a number of

di end t he fish
n dive tourism. Today it hard to find

ne park wasnét a good i
return to the normal pre -overfishing range of
sizes and species diversity that would have
existed in earlier ththes,
small. You can trace the park boundary from
the line of cray pots that ring the park, and
animals roaming out of the protected area
are quickly fished down again. As a result,
marine animal populations are suffering to a
degree due t o tarhfslEng
effectso. While the
be seen if an extension to its size would be.
Fear of change is yet again likely to cause

anger and hesitation.

a sastrous o t

dea.

how

fibound

par k is

p

nd fishlife

seen darting around the shallow fringes of the island. Other family groups are also visiting the

smal | | ocal aquarium that
family fun, but we also know there is even more to see
whole marine experience.

is open whenever the | ocal

when you really go deeper into the

(0]

Governor Island, particularly on its North Eastern tip is a maze of granite spires and crevices.

The local dive centre visits nearly every nook and cranny

, logging up to 30 different dive

options in this relatively small area. The big attraction here is the deep reef habitat. Nowhere

that we know of has the variety of colourful invertebrates

of this part of Governor Island.
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