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Dive clubs all across Tassie
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efforts to control the spread of the NSW
black urchin barrens that have currently
wrecked the dive reefs of St Helens
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| FISHERIES NEWS |

Fishing for the Futurez DPIPWE

Rock Lobster Fishery Review

Ken Savillefrom the Tassi e Divers website reports dilAbmmispper

being proposed to tackle the urchins on the east coast which is probably a good idea, as is a
review into rec reational take on the east and south east coasts. For those interested there is

an online questionnaire at http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au I'd suggest we all complete it if we

want to keep on cray fishing. A full discussion paper about broader questions on the fishery

will be released later. A new management plan will be introduced in March 2011 .0

For more details , see the rock lobster fishery review flyer on page 25 of thisissue.

Recreational Sea Fishing Licences for 2009 -2010

Time to renew your licences at a Serv ice Tasmania outlet or online here .

New scallop rules for 2010 season
The draft new management plan for the Tasmanian scallop fishery is available for public
comment until 14 December 2009. It contains | ots of interesting item s to assist with the better

management of this popular recreational fishery.

Scallop Season Changes

There will be a limited scallopseason i n t he DOEntrecasteaiigiralonel

with a minimum size limit of 110mm for commercial and queen scallops. All other State waters
will be open for the 2010 scallop season.

Changes to Research Area Boundaries

The northern boundary of the Elephant Rock Research Area _ has been extended. There is no

fishing by diving or use of rock lobster pots or rin gs in this area. The southern boundary of the

Swan Island Research Area  has also changed. There is no taking of any fis h by diving  within

500 metres of the high water mark in this research area.
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http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/LBUN-7WS26A?open
http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/ALIR-4YB2WH?open
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/ALIR-4YB2WH?open
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/VWAS-7T4VDZ?open
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/ALIR-4YNVL5?open
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/KMEE-63B3R6?open#ElephantRockResearch
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/KMEE-63B3R6?open#SwanIslandResearchAr

FISHERIES NEWS

Research area surrounding Elephant Rock and a section of Swan Island, indicated by red shading. Rock lobsters cannot

be taken by divers or lobster pots/rings within these areas.

[Commentary -Seems like the large crays translocated for experimental purposes have been
attracting some overeager fishermen who have been apparently fishi ng the boundaries pretty
actively. It is illegal to catch or possess any of these tagged rese arch crays and badly damages
this expensive and very worthwhile research program. Please stay away. As a result DPIPWE

have extended the closed research area. - Ed]

Bruny Bioregion MPAs

In 2008, the Tasmanian Government announced the creation of 14 new ma rine protected
areas in the Bruny Bioregion. These were declared multiple use MPAs and no new fishing

restrictions apply. However, the existing marine nature reserves at Tinderbox and Ninepin
Point have been extended and current no take f ishing restrictions apply in these areas. [more
information on the new marine parks will be covered later ]

I47e IREOSE L

B el T
2
g
‘ :
- 43° 174835
vt
a0 E
T cha

Nov 2009 Page3


http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/KMEE-63B3R6?open#TinderboxMarineNatur
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/KMEE-63B3R6?open#NinepinPointMarineNa
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/KMEE-63B3R6?open#NinepinPointMarineNa

FISHERIES NEWS

TARFish

Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing Inc.

www.tarfish.org

Results of scalefish review new regulations

courtesy of Mark Nikolai

Minister Llewellyn has today (14th October 2009) announced his deci sions in relation to the
Scalefish Rules Review. The following changes come into effect from 1st November 2009 for
recreational marine fishers.

Set Line Licence: A licence is now required to use any set line. A set line is either a dropline
or a longline , with up to 30 hooks. A person may only use one set line at a time.

Gillnets:  Gillnets may only be set for a maximum of 2 hours in Shark Refuge Areas and a
maximum of 6 hours applies in other waters. Night netting in Macquarie Harbour is the only
except ion.

Possession Limits: There have been changes in possession limits for the following species:
Striped Trumpeter: the overall possession limit remains at 8, however an on water possession
limit of 4 fish applies.

Blue Eye Trevalla: the overall possess ion limit remains at 8, however an on water possession
limit of 5 fish applies.

Southern Calamari:  the possession limit remains at 15 except in south east waters where an
on water possession limit of 10 applies. The annual spawning closure has been reduce d from
10 weeks to 1 month (15 October to 14 November inclusive for both 2009 and 2010).

Bastard Trumpeter:  the possession limit is now 10 fish.

Snapper: a possession limit of 5 snapper has been introduced.

Yellowtail Kingfish:  a possession limitof 5y ellowtail kingfish has been introduced.
Elephantfish: there is a possession limit of 2 elephantfish and this species in no longer included
within the shark possession limit or boat limit.

Size Limits:  There have been changes to the minimum size limits o f the following species:
Striped Trumpeter:  the minimum size limit for striped trumpeter is now 500mm.

Bastard Trumpeter:  the minimum size limit for bastard trumpeter is now 380mm.

Snapper: new minimum size limitis 300mm.

Striped Trumpeter: In additi on to size and possession limit changes, additional changes
include the introduction of a closed season from 1st September 2010 to 31st October 2010,
inclusive. Striped Trumpeter must either be landed whole with head and tail attached or as two
fillets wit h the frames (including head and tail).

Port Sorell and Ansons Bay: Are now closed to commercial scalefishing with the exception of
two commercial fishers holding an endorsement for Port Sorell until they retire from the
fishery.

The TARFish Committee  will shortly be provided with a comprehensive Scalefish Rules Review

Report prepared by the department and will scrutinise
and update recreational marine fishers in a program of public meetings to be held throughout

Tasmania in November .
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| RESEARCH & CONSERVATION NEWS

Ocean Planet

The AEnd of the Lineo fandldnmscyssioesent ati on

The film screening in Hobart mid October was a huge success - many thanks to Michelle Grady

and Martin Exel for speaking, and to the 150 -odd people who attended!

Ocean Planet Tour 2009 report

Ocean Planet Tasmania conducted a tour of the state in September 2009 to discuss with the

community how we can secure a healthy and sustainabl e
diverse marine environment. The Tour involved 20 events in the North, South, East and West

of the state.  Film screenings, workshops and field trips facilitated discussion on the future of

Tasmaniabs oceans with over 150 people from commerci al
backgrounds, diving, tourism, con servation groups and councils. The Ocean Planet Tour

highlighted that there is resounding support from the community for healthy oceans based on

a well -planned and well -resourced network of marine national parks where the benefits are

clearly communicated, stakeholders are actively engaged, and the government takes a

leadership role. For more information contact ocean.planet.tas@gmail.com

Change of Staff at Ocean Planet

Rebecca the employed co -ordinator for OP is taking 6 months maternity leave and will be

replaced by Amy Tyl er, so any gquestions dondét hesitate

Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council

Cleaning up marine debris, Bruny Island - Sun day 1st Nov ember

The Tasmanian Seafood Industry Coun cil is organising Community Clean Up Days at Marine
Debris "Hot Spots" on Bruny Island.

Date: Sunday 1 November

Time & Place: 10:00am i 12:30pm at Sheepwash Bay

1pm - 4pm at Conley's Beach (including a lunch BBQ)
Red flags will mark the meeting and col lection areas at each beach. Bring sturdy shoes and
wet weather if needed. We'll supply gloves and collection bags. Marine farmers will be
supporting these activities by disposing of debris collected and through their own clean up
programs. Further activit  ies will be scheduled for the summer and will be advertised in the

Bruny News. For further information contact (TSIC) on 62242332, projectofficer@tsic.org.au or

check out the Bruny Island Environment Network (BIEN) website (  www.bien.org.au ).
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| RESEARCH & CONSERVATION NEWS

Tasmanian Marine Naturalists Association

From Jane EI ek, iThe community group, Tas m@nkNAYhasMar i ne
been very active since it was founded in 1995. It has published the field guide, Between
Tasmanian Tidelines, that is still selling well, coordinated the Dragon Search project in

Tasmania, used the results to develop posters, publish a paper and made a DVD of the life and

threats to the weedy sea dragon ( The Dragons Lair), which also includes a set of slides on
Tasmania's marine environment. It has developed other educational materials and actively

promoted our marine environment through Adult Ed classes and displays at school fairs and

other public events . All this in addition to monthly meetings and field trips. However, recently

the membership and participation of the community group has reached an unsustainable low

level. A special general meeting has been scheduled for November 11th when we will vote o n
dissolution unless we have sufficient people interested in taking on the responsibilities of

managing it.

There is no reason why the TMNA could not be an umbrella group for the many smaller groups

that are concerned about different aspects of our marine environment. If you are concerned at
losing this community group, whether a professional working in the marine environment or a

member of the community, come along to the meeting and offer to help keep it going. See

details below.

Our website with inform  ation on our activities will be available until Oct 26th, when geocities is

closing down its server  http://www.geocities.com/tasmarinenat/index.html 0

Mollusc photos wanted

Simon Grove isalo cal Mollusc guru in Tassie who would love the help of divers. He has a

comprehensive website on Tasmanian molluscs, that will no doubt provide a useful resource

for I Ds if you havenoét - awwnebuscsoftadnasianety e .rHe dvanis to

expand his website and including some of the moll uscs
he doesnét dive). He i s keen on photos of Tiaparfjculartar i ne m
nudis, but also squid, ¢ uttles, Occys, shellsetc T and are willing to donate (your name would

be put on the bottom of the photos used of course). So please think of him if you happen to
see and photograph any molluscs whilst out and about and send photos to:

simon@molluscsoftasmania.net . A bonus from helping Simon is that he will provide a definitive

ID on any mollusc photos you send him (whether from himself or from sending on to other

experts).
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| RESEARCH & CONSERVATION NEWS

Tasmanian Aquacultural and Fishees Institute

/N ‘-
eastern Australia \

TAFI scientists win national award for website

Info taken from UTAS news  here

Scientists from the Tasmanian Aquaculture & Fisherie s Institute have won a national award for

their educational CD and web  -based interactive guide at the annual Whitley awards (19th

September 2009). The Whitley awards recognise excellence in publications relating to the

fauna of the Australasian region. TheiGui de to the Marine Zooplankton of

Australia, 06 gained a Whitley commendation certificate

The Guide features facts, figures, diagrams and photos of

a wide range of tiny creatures from the sea. One of the
website authors, Dr Kerrie Swadling, from the UTAS

School of Zoology, said it was an honour for the website

to be nationally recognised. i
comprehensive, fully  -illustrated means of identification

for the major zooplankton located is south east Australia

via an interactive guideélt al

understanding of the role of zooplankton and its
importance in the marine food chain and how it is the

main diet for | arger commerci al

The team of scientists who pr oduced the website guide
include Dr Swadling, Anita Slotwinski and Dr John Gibson

of TAFI, Assoc Prof David Ritz from the UTAS School of

wipoak

Zoology and Dr Graham Hosie of the Australian Antarctic

Division. Justtwo of the many excitingim ages you might
come across whilst perusing this guide é

Director of TAFI, Prof Colin Buxton, said the award recognised the importance of taking science

to the community and would reinforce the websiteds pro

tool. AThe website has been used by researchers in mor
average of 5000 page downloads each month,d Prof Buxton said.
The website can be viewed at: http://www.tafi.org.au/zooplankton/
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| RESEARCH & CONSERVATION NEWS

Reef Life Survey

Training day on 10™ & 11 ™ November, and how to enrol
A Reef Life Survey training day i s coming up at last, but because RLS need the results in the
Derwent to meet a project deadline and make use of a donated boat, it'll be in the south this

time.

RLS have to be careful with the time and money devoted to training, so they are after the keen

volunteers willing to get a bit cold sometimes and get right into discovering the names of the

critters.
If you are gung ho to have be involved get back to Jemima  at TAFI for more information. You
might be asked to fill out a form just so they have all y our background info.

Jemina.StuartSmith@utas.edu.au

Me and My Compact Camera

Cuttlefish i by Richard Mason, great shot and shows what you can do with a cheap compact u/w digital camera
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| FEATURE STORIES | Urchin monitoring project resu  Its

Tasmanian Recreational Dive ClubsSubtidal Reef 77,

S

Monitoring and Community Awareness Project  "sluis..,

Project supported by the Tasmanian Governmentés Fi shwi

Full reports at www.otsweb.net/divesurveys

All Tassyds dive clubs recent | y ithoeseartheffpasttdcentrolt o try t o
the spread of the NSW black urchin barrens that have currently wrecked the dive reefs of St
Helens. The idea was to repeat parts of a 2000 study and also search out in deeper depths

to see if the problem was getting any wo rse. This is what we discoveredé
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Photo James Parkinson

Data Collection Results

It would appear that average black urchin densities in many areas have not increased since

2001/02 study except for St Helens and Eddystone where high densities occur and there is

some evidence that densities have been increasing, even possibly within areas that are

already barren. I't would appear that this population d
urchins in these areas, whereas in other areas their population growth appear sto be

relatively static.

While there has been no general spread of large urchin barrens outside of St Helens and

Eddystone, there has been widespread and probably growing damage from small incipient
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| FEATURE STORIES | Urchin monitoring project resu Its

(6swiss cheesebd type) bar r e nosdotwrhtlretEasaQoast atleast astfar v e |l y
as Fortescue Bay. This should be of concern because it augers poorly for the health of reefs

if there are further major recruitment events in the future. It also creates concerns where

these relatively small barrens ¢ oincide with areas of high biodiversity and fisheries

importance, eg, the Fortescue Bay kelp forest, Marine Protected Areas like Governor Island

and Handfish habitat along Eastern Tasman Peninsula particularly.

Organisational Summary

The project succeeded in over delivering on the targeted number of urchin surveys. These
survey results  were produced under -budget and with the active participation of a large
proportion of the recreational club divers in the State. It is the first time that dive clubs across

Tasmania have joined together in a cooperative volunteer undertaking of this kind.

Overall the project ran exceptionally well and was very successful within the limits of the

relatively straightforward and tailored tasks that the participants were asked to perform. It
appears to have produced useful data along with very worthwhile community awareness and

marine education outcomes. The project also made linkages with the scientific community and

has encouraged divers to further participate in general surve ying and climate change

programs.

BackGround Information
Purpose

The program arose as a result of simmering disquiet within the diving community at the
growing levels of urchin damage at St Helens where recreational diving reef has been

destroyed over a  wide area in a once popular diving location.

A number of active club divers visited the St Helens area after a long absence and were
galvanised to do something concrete in response to the physical damage observed. After
discussions with Prof Craig Johnso  n, Dr Scott Ling and Dr Graham Edgar we were directed
towards repeating some of the 2001/02 FRDC survey sites as a project that divers with

minimal training could usefully perform.

What we did

The project has consulted with the local scientific community to create an education and
training program. Particularly important input came from the Scientific Advisor employed by

the project, Dr Scott Ling.
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FEATURE STORIES Urchin monitoring project resu Its

Don Humphries, Leven Scuba C  lub at Elephant Rock St Helens - an
usually bushy patch in the barrens . (onya Don), Photo Mike Jacques

Divers were invited to marine awareness and survey methodology training that achieved a
solid penetration within the local recreational diving community. At training days run at St
Helens in the North and Tinderbox in the south of the State, representatives from all of

Tasmani anbés dive clubs attended.

After training, participants adopted responsibility for 13 differentregion s al ong Tasmani ads
East Coast. The surveys were split into two types with density counts along lines being done

north of Tasman Island where the Eastern Australian Current (EAC) is strongest. South of

Tasman Island the surveys were often done as free -range dives looking for barren spots,

rather than as full survey counts.

A decision was taken to attempt to du plicate some of the sites from the earlier FRDC study in
2001/02, so that participants could obtain immediate comparative information. Other sites

were new sites selected largely to investigate a deeper depth range. Participants were also
encouraged to col lect and report further information on barrens encountered during regular

social dives on the East Coast.

In southern areas generally 4 transect lines were successfully completed. In the northern area

some survey trips were duplicated to provide more inf ormation on the most active areas. A
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| FEATURE STORIES | Urchin monitoring project resu Its

website was created to store the information and also to advertise th e need for social dive

reports at www.otsweb.net/divesurveys

In the final phase of the project dive rs from within and without the organised recreational diver
community were invited to a marine naturalist course which focussed on information useful for
scientific and survey diving. Divers were encouraged to participate in further survey programs

and par ticularly the TAFI Reef Life Survey (RLS) and the TAFI Climate Change Redmap
(CCRedmap) project.

What we got done

Valid scientific results as discussed.

As a 6hands ond project it allowed participants to con
of e mail correspondence, talk sessions, etc, failed to achieve the same level of engagement

that simply 6seeing for yourselfd provided to the part
will disseminate the message to a wider audience through their own soc ial networks. Ina

recreational fishing community that can be very inert to issues other than catch maximisation,

it raised other broader scale issues such as climate change, for the first time in some cases.

The project has also  allowed a deeper appreciat  ion of the value and complexity of scientific

research and its role in big picture story of fisheries management. It has probably lessened

resistance to possible future fisheries amendments that may be necessary in order to manage

urchin impacts. Hopefully some divers will become active and vocal supporters of research and

change as a result of the project.

It is hoped that this project will also lead to active engagement with well - structured volunteer

friendly TAFI programs such as the CCRedmap, and more 6hard coreb6 survey projec
RLS for the keener and more zoologically savvy diver. It has also hopefully awoken a broader

interest in marine zoology basics among some participants who previously thought of sessile

invertebrates as A pl ant s fythis Hulpllev them to perhaps be the savvy RLS

volunteers of tomorrow, especially if a structured follow -up strategy is employed by the clubs

post -project. We have also clearly stated that  marine research is something  that ordinary

people care about

Mainly, | hope we had a good time, because without creating fun and enjoyment a volunteer

program is doomed to an early and unproductive death.
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FEATURE STORIES Urchin monitoring project resu Its

St Helens , before and a fter a close shave by black urchins.

Photo courtesy of James Park inson , layout by M.Jacques

BIG THANKS TO ALL THE DIVERS WHO TOOK PART AND ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO DID THE
HARD YARDS ORGANISING DIVES AND EVENTS.

Thanks to our participating organisations,

Leven Scuba Club (Devonport , Tas Scuba Diving Club (Hobart) , Ocea ns Divers Plus
(Launceston) , Tas Sub Aqua Club (Hobart) and Tas Uni D ive Club, TDA Crabs Dive Club
(Hobart), Tas Marine Nats Asscn, DPIPWE, TAFI, UTas School of Zoology

By Mike Jacques
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FEATURE STORIES Reef balling

Reef Ba”inginsert yourown | e wd ¢bnahere -0Ed]

by Phil White

Mention artificial reefs and what comes to mind for many people are TV news images of

surplus ships sunk in an explosive manner amidst a frenzy of hype and testimonials that they

will generate millions in cash for local economies. The sinking itsel fis an orgasm that
culminates after years of on again off again foreplay involving endless lobbying of state and

federal governments for funding, fending off rival states for the acquisition of suitable ships

and the commissioning of scientific and econom ic studies to validate the creation of the wreck.

After the froth and bubble come the divers, hopefully lots of them, after all millions were spent
so they could have their very own wreck to safely explore. Trusting those that wrote on the
survey formst hat t hey would dive the reef several times a ye

on it just once and then grumble about nothing interesting to see.

Its a shame really that artificial reefs, particularly the sunken ship kind are invariably linked to
divers expectations, many who dive shipwrecks are disappo
environment of an artificial wreck which is often stripped of interesting and historical

artifacts. We often overlook the real purpose of an artificial reef, which more often then not is
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