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Tasmanian Sail Training Association Ltd.
A.C.N. 009 531 720
“Lady Nelson”
G.P.O. BOX 785, HOBART 7001
PHONE (03) 6234 3348 FAX (03) 6234 1744
Office location: First floor, Dockhead building,
near Elizabeth St Pier,
Office hours: 10 am – 3 pm Monday - Friday
enquiries@ladynelson.org.au

Membership fees are due by the end of June:
Under 18: $15, Adult: $40, Family: $60 per year
Check out our New TSTA Website:

http://www.ladynelson.org.au/

Give Ed your suggestions for the Members only section:
Login = Member, Password = spritslsheetknot
BOARD OF DIRECTORS elected Aug 23rd, 2011
Chairman (Training): Rob Thomas
rob.thomas@education.tas.gov.au or
kathomas@netspace.net.au
0419 107 626
Vice Chairman (Special events): Barbara Moulton bemoulton@internode.on.net
(h) 6239 1856
Secretary (Office): Glyn Roberts glynrobert@iprimus.com.au
(h) 6247 7677
Treasurer: Herbert Moll
hrmoll55@bigpond.com
0408 814 794
Director and Master:
m.riley@bom.gov.au
(h) 6227 8701
Director: Michael Waters
michael.waters@bigpond.com
Director: Edward Doddridge
edoddridge@gmail.com
0439 446 061
Director: Astrid Wilson
astridjw@gmail.com
0409 766 711
Director: Charles Burns (co-opted onto board) no email
0410 051 227
Master: Allen Rust
Master: Brian Hodgson
Chief Purser: Phil Quaile
Historian: Irene Schaffer
Newsletter Editor: Jane Elek

no email
brianhodgson@netspace.net.au
cyber78@aapt.net.au
irene.schaffer@bigpond.com

janeelek@netspace.net.au

(h) 6228 2960
(h) 6229 3998
0437 782 951
(h) 6272 2124
(h) 6229 8264

Deadline for copy for September newsletter: Aug 20th, 2012

Crewing:
Sally Neil and Louise Wilson are sharing crewing officers
Please make their job easier by emailing or phoning them the dates you would
like to crew, especially new trainees.
Email crewing@ladynelson.org.au
Or phone 0400 651 664
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GET TOGETHER FOR A SOCIAL FUNCTION
Saturday 9th June
Dinner at New Sydney Hotel in upstairs function room
from 18:00 for 45-50 people.
There is no charge for the room but there is a $20.00 per hour
charge for bar facilities, so booking includes 3 hrs of bar facilities
Costs for food and drinks paid per individual.
Please register your interest by RSVP to LN office.

Chairman’s Report: 24th May 2012
The last month has been interesting to say the least; with a combination of good luck,
good work, good management and focusing on the future on a lot of fronts at once we have
once again done well as a group of volunteers.
I must start with thanking Brian and the crew for managing a potentially very serious and
dangerous situation when the prop came lose, parted way with the shaft and disappeared into
the mud. Thus, it was good luck that this occurred just outside the marina and not whilst away
in Storm Bay. Their quick thinking and rapid responses on a number of fronts not only
prevented damage to the Lady and other vessels but ensured that all on board were safe; (the
good work). Our thanks also go to others who helped us back to our mooring position. The
work then put in by the maintenance team to firstly find the prop, get the vessel on the slip and
all necessary repairs completed quickly is a credit to the organisational skills of the group. (all
of this the good management). (See full report of ‘The Unexpected’ on page 7).
Over the last 4-6 weeks we have had about 15 new members, which is great to see. Many
of you I have met already and your enthusiasm to get involved in a wide variety of different
ways is fantastic. The skills you bring to the Association are valuable and appreciated.
Welcome to you all and I hope to catch up with you all soon. Many of you have already
become very active and have attended various training programs; for all members, please keep
an eye on the sailing summary for all the various training opportunities. It is important to our
operations and future that training and formal qualifications are undertaken across many areas.
For the ‘in house’ training please let the Office know if you are coming so that we can plan for
the numbers; for formal qualifications, like ESS, MED3, Coxswains, Master V etc; please
contact me to find out more information.
The Lady Nelson board has been active on many fronts. Our link with Volunteers
Tasmania is proving fruitful: our presence at the Volunteers Expo recently gave us an exposure
to the important potential young adult volunteer cohort; Mal Riley has been very active raising
the Association’s profile amongst the Lion’s clubs and Rotary and continuing planning for the
2013 trip to Sydney. At the moment we are exploring the possibility of completing the
Melbourne to Sydney legs of an international tall ship race. This would involve a combined
program of Hobart-Melbourne-Hobart-Sydney-Hobart. At this stage I don’t know if this will be
possible, firstly because it will put a significant demand on having trained and qualified crews
available for effectively 4 off-shore trips one after another, but also because of the costs
involved that will need to be recovered through having paying passengers that are under 25 (to
balance out the demographics of the crew). A firm commitment would need to be made well
ahead of time and this might also include some of us planning to get to or from a port at our
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own cost before or after our leg of the journey. Your thoughts on this September/October 2013
event would be useful to help with the planning.
Speaking of 2013, the Wooden Boat Festival is on again in February 2013. My
negotiations with the Festival management are on-going and I will report back to you in the
next T’Gallant. So far it looks to be exciting and different.
Issues around Police checks for members sailing with groups of children and how to fund
these are on-going; this whole area is becoming increasingly important and will be reported at
the AGM in August.
The TSTA harbour sails provide half of our revenue, thus they are very important to our
financial success and ability to provide all the servicing the vessel constantly needs and also for
the extras that are useful and add to our marketability. Thus, crewing every Saturday and
Sunday is key to our survival. The Crewing Officer has a constant job; there is no break as we
are sailing often, so please can you let the Crewing Officer, (Sally or Louise), know when you
are available for a Saturday or Sunday harbour sail. It is a great help if they don’t have to chase
up people at the last moment.
I would particularly like to thank the members of our Office staff team. Kath who has
been a member of the association since 1996 and helping in the Office all this time, Glyn who
has been with the Lady since 1999 and the rest of the team who are doing a great job to ensure
that we have a public face and that all the many behind-the-scenes admin jobs are carried out.
Currently with Kath, Tony and Steve away we have Heather, Jill, Bertel, Fiona and Maureen in
the Office with Glyn helping behind the scene. This is a strong team who are continually
adapting to the changing world of running a commercial operation with volunteers.
Financially we should make a small profit again this year. As always, the need to build up
reserves is a key objective; finding a balance between days sailed, volunteers available to crew,
Masters not being over worked, prices of charters and harbour sails, having people available to
help organise programs is a difficult dance. Significant structural changes, operational
procedures and charter focus initiatives are under way and others envisaged by the Strategic
Planning group. These will be highlighted at the AGM in August.
Thanks to all of you for all the time and effort and expertise given so freely to the Lady Nelson.
Cheers, Rob Thomas

rob.thomas@education.tas.gov.au

63343348 or 0419106626

Special Opportunities for members coming up
Dates:

Book with:

Dinner at New Sydney

June 9th

Office

Annual slipping

June 11th – 22nd

Come down to
Domain slipyard

Lions Club Weekend

August 10th – 12th

Crewing officer

Lions Club Weekend

August 24th – 26th

Crewing officer

St Michaels Collegiate

November 5th – 9th

Crewing officer

Training week offshore

January 2013 tba

Office

Wooden Boat festival

February 8th – 11th 2013

Office

Bendigo Naval Cadets

February 22nd – 24th 2013

Crewing officer

Three peaks Race

March 18th-April 4th 2013

Office

Hobart-Melbourne/Sydney

September-October 2013

Office
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TSTA Attainments
Bosun: Lindsay Wilson
Deckhand: Kate Cochrane
Trained in operation and
handling our rubber ducky (and
also have Motor Boat Licences): Astrid
Wilson, Lindsay Wilson, Charles Burns,
Ed Doddridge, Brenton Jones, Kurt
Memish, John Wheelan, Jane Elek.

Other Attainments
Master V: Brenton Jones
Training for 2012

Routine crewing of vessel
Training is provided voluntarily by members of the association to help other members
improve their skills and sign off their competencies. Some training is compulsory for
crew members to be allowed the privilege of crewing on the Lady Nelson (and so they
and the Association are covered by insurance):
 Induction training for new members
 Read and sign off the master copy of the Code of Conduct and Safety
Management Manual (in aft cabin).
 MSR (Mandatory Safety Refresher for all members every six months to satisfy
MAST requirements; don’t forget to check your logbooks for when you are due).
ESS (Essentials of Shipboard Safety): Mast requires several crew members on
each cruise to have ESS; TSTA subsidises the courses so they only cost
members $50; Seafood Training now runs the 2-day courses in Hobart; they
also run a marine First Aid level 2 is also required for the ESS certification (at
own expense), and run by Seafood Training.
Check courses at www.seafoodtrainingtas.com.au .
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Please let the office know if you are interested in doing ESS – if there are
enough members we will try to arrange a separate training.
All members with First Aid, please check if or when it needs renewing (within 3
years of issue); if enough, we may also be able to arrange a special session.
Please book with the office for all training courses and expressions of interest for other
training, including Monday evening sessions. Once you have booked a training place,
please keep that commitment. If unable to attend, please notify the office before the
event. Some training courses have pre-requisites (see below).







Induction training: 1000 to 1500. (trainers only to board at 0900):
Mon June 25th 1730 - 1930
Introduction to MSR Monday May 28th 1700 - 1930
MSR Sat June 2nd, & August 11th 0900 – 1200 (trainees expected to crew for
harbour sails following training)
T1 Sail Handling: 1000 to 1600: tba
T2 Overnight watches: 1800 July 6th – 0900 July 7th
T4 Bosun Training: by invitation only.

Other Monday courses, on board alongside, 1730 or 1800 – 2000 (please book
with the office). Check the sailing schedule for dates; the general pattern is:
1st Monday: Knots, Ropes and splices (BrianH) 1730 h
2nd Monday: Navigation (RobT) 1730 h
3rd Monday: Rules of the Road
4th Monday: Introduction to MSR or other topics as requested; please notify the
office of any other training you would like to do.

Prerequisites for some training courses and crewing:
Safety Induction training: Financial member of the association
T1: Undergone the Induction training
T2: Evening session on Rules of the Road and
Evening session on Basic Navigation

Mandatory Safety Refresher (MSR)
Elements of Ship board Safety or
Attended previous MSR sessions or
Introduction to MSR evening session

Maintenance report, May 2012
A storage bracket for the outboard motor and rubber inflatable boat has been completed
by John Peate, which should ease some of the congestion in the lazarette. Neil Kroll has
commenced a systematic job of fixing deck seams and cracks. People walking around the deck
on maintenance day have created some congestion. Painting and wire rope maintenance needs
more attention, so more people are needed to help keep abreast of these maintenance items. A
problem has been experienced with foot ropes and some servings and lashings on lines. Work
that had been done earlier has quickly unravelled and has had to be redone. This has now been
found to be due to two causes, firstly the wrong type of twine had been used (not our original
brand of tarred twine) and secondly, crew are not doing the lashings and servings correctly.
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Routine replacement of time-expired flares and the EPIRB (non-renewable battery), as
part of survey requirements, has been carried out. The forward spring mooring line has been
replaced and it in turn used to replace the aft spring. The HF radio emergency distress button
activation light has been replaced and its function checked.
The saga of the propeller loss is outlined below. Subsequently, at 0530 on Thursday 17 th
May, alarms rang in 8 houses and, amid a few groans, some of the maintenance team plus a
couple others arose, grabbed a bite to eat and were down at the dock for a tow up to the slips to
have the ship taken out of the water and the propeller refitted. First the engineer from
Spectrum Engineering had to confirm the thread on the shaft so the new cone nut could be
correctly machined. Some other minor works were done prior to the main slipping coming up
in June. By lunch time the propeller had been installed and the ship was back in the water ready
for the weekend sailings. A good effort by all.
It is pleasing to see some more crew coming down to maintenance on Thursday mornings
and learning skills to keep the vessel operational.
The annual maintenance and ship outhaul at the slip for the official survey is scheduled
for early June. This is a full-on time for the maintenance team, especially as some of the
regulars will be away on holidays and Brian has limited activities with a damaged back so he
cannot lift or carry anything, so we would appreciate assistance so that the rest of us are not
working all day long for 14 days straight to get the ship ready for another years sailing.
So how about coming down to the Domain slip to help (free parking), even if you can
only spare half a day or two? Many hands make light work (and much more fun!).
Brian Hodgson

The Unexpected
The mandatory safety refresher training sessions are meant to make the crew familiar in
handling the general range of emergencies that can occur at sea. Certainly the event of Saturday
afternoon early in May was not by the rule book.
We had a good Harbour sail, with all squares up with the fisherman and outer jib. Whilst
sailing the prop shaft was making an occasional rumble as the prop turned while we sped along.
This is nothing unusual.
The general procedure when coming into the dock through the entrance is to shift the engine
gear lever to select ‘astern’ to confirm the ability to stop the vessel. In this case, there was no
appreciable slowing of the vessel. A quick call to Charles to check the gear linkages at the
engine confirmed they were working and the shaft turning. A look over the stern by Charles
showed we had no propeller. It had dropped off somewhere between entering the breakwater
and where we were stopped.
Next a request to Barbara to prepare the anchor for dropping, and a radio call to Port Control to
advise of our predicament. The wind being NW was moving the vessel toward the two
catamarans, so fenders were prepared. The hoisting of the outer jib several metres swung the
bow directly towards the cats, but the anchor was dropped and we finally slipped in behind
them and across the three boat pens at the outer edge of the marina.
The Excella had heard my conversation with the tower so, as she was in Sullivans Cove nearly
ready to dock, she offered to come over and pull us sternwards into clear water and down to our
normal berthing spot.
Brian organised crew at the stern and Charles and Barbara looked after them for’ard. The sight
of Excella coming through the breakwater distracted some crew from their task of placing
fenders between the channel and the pylons but fortunately no damage was sustained.
Detlef was sent below to get spare mooring lines. We quickly rigged the aft spring as a tow line
out of the stern and passed that to the Excella who towed us out into clear water and then down
7
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to near our normal berth, stern first. A rather good spectacle for passengers and all the people
outside T42 and Fish Frenzy.
With Excella crammed right up against the dock end, the staff holding the Red Ensign snapped
when the two vessels closed up. The tow line was disengaged and that line tossed to the dock;
we then transferred a long forward spring onto the dock. With a juggling of lines and a few
non-conventional springs we were alongside and able to get the passengers off. The task was
then to move the vessel along the wharf to the correct berthing position, albeit facing the wrong
direction. This was not a problem as we would be pulled out eventually and towed to the
slipway for repairs.
Allen Rust was telephoned to be advised of the problem and his first comment about losing the
propeller was “You’re joking”. “No, Allen, we had a problem and have solved it” Brian
replied. Allen decided to come down to the dock.
Normally anchor winch operation is left to experienced persons. In the enthusiasm, there were
at least two basic errors in anchor winch operation, which should not have occurred. However,
with a minimum, mostly inexperienced crew, we handled the unexpected surprisingly well.
While the crew furled sails, Allen and Brian spent the remainder of the afternoon organizing for
divers and boats to go searching for the propeller on the following morning.
Allen, Brian and Lindsay spend most of Sunday bobbing around in boats supervising the two
volunteer divers searching in possible locations where the propeller could have fallen off.
Boats were coming in and out of the marine entrance and, despite having dive flags
prominently displayed, some ‘boaties’ did not know what the blue and white flag meant. Silt in
the dock area is quite deep, and once stirred up it creates a large impenetrable cloud for the
divers. The two metre visibility dropped to zero.
The depth of 13 metres was greater than expected so, after the length of time diving, the divers
needed to take precautionary safety stops to avoid the need for formal decompression stops.
Finally, when just about to call it off for the day after a prop-less search, we took a final stab at
where the propeller could be. Lindsay and Brian placed a drop line to mark the position; the
diver went down and within one minute found the prop. It had fallen vertically into the silt and
only about 30 cm of one blade was showing. The diver quickly fastened the drop line to the
propeller before surfacing with the news, and called for a lifting strop, a heavier line and the air
bag.
When all was installed, more by feel than by sight, the air bag popped to the surface suspending
the prop. The line was passed to Allen and Peter Rust in their launch and towed to the Lady
Nelson. Charles had come down to watch late in the afternoon just as we found the prop, and
was asked to rig the MOB handy billy. Once the launch was alongside, the line was transferred
to the handy billy and the propeller hoisted onboard the ship, with great relief and smiles from
one and all.
Diver Dave went underwater once more with a video camera to photograph the end of the shaft
and any damage on the hull or rudder (which there was none).
Many thanks to the Kingston Beach Sailing club for the loan of their rubber ducky, which
Lindsay drove all the way from Kingston and back, beating Brian driving his car (Lindsay said
he had to throttle back after reaching 50 knots); to Louise Wilson for help in the launch and
recovery of the rubber ducky. Thanks to Dave Robson and buddy John for the diving and
declining our offers for payment for their time and airfills, for Peter Rust and his launch
Woodbridge. And of course, many thanks to Brian, Allen and Lindsay for a long, hard day’s
work.
For the unexpected, the crew all did very well. Thanks to one of the newer crew who
commended the master on not swearing, yelling or getting overly excited, and calmly going
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about getting things done. So thank you crew: Barbara, Charles, Josh, Lin, Melissa, Mal,
Phillip and Detlef.
The control tower operator (a previous Master of the Lady Nelson) also commended the crew
on how they handled the emergency. All good credit to the Association.
Further work by Brian and Allen was involved in organizing for the engineers, the slip yard,
and of course, the inevitable paper work reports to Marine and Safety Tasmania. Brian was
rewarded with a parking ticket, since in his distraction he had left his parking permit on the car
seat, not on the dashboard – hence an offence.
Brian Hodgson
PS. Following explanation, the parking infringement was cancelled due to the circumstances.

FT helps put wind in training ship’s sails
The Mercury 23/03/2012

Rob Thomas and Mick Randall of the Lady Nelson association, happy with their load of
logs, with carrier Rex Rainbow and Mark Coniston.
The on-going restoration project for the sail training vessel Lady Nelson has been helped along
by a donation of logs from the North East.
The trust set up to manage the Lady Nelson asked Forestry Tasmania if it could supply some
oregon ships’ timbers for maintenance.
Bass District Forest Manager Peter Bird said the request came just as harvesting was winding
up at the site of the Headquarters Road irrigation dam.
“We had a good supply of Douglas Fir logs, which yields oregon, so it was quite timely.
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“And the project to help keep an important historic vessel ship shape so that it can provide
training for young people is a good cause too,” Mr Bird said.
The Chairman of the
Tasmanian Sail
Training Association,
Rob Thomas, said two
eight-metre logs would
be used to replace the
bow sprit and jib boom
at the very front of the
ship.
Sail Training
Association Chairman
Rob Thomas and
Forestry Tasmania’s
Peter Bird check the
log dimensions on an
earlier inspection.
“It’s all a long
program of replacement because these timbers will need at least 18 months to properly dry out
for use.
“It’s also very good to know this resource is here, because these size and species of logs can be
very hard to find.”
The logs were collected and transported with the help of Dorset Tilt Tray transport and local
farmer, Mark Coniston, who was called in to load the truck.
The building of the Lady Nelson replica was
completed as a bi-centenary project at Kettering
in 1988 after a team of volunteers followed
plans for the original brig built in England in
1799,
The 60-tonne survey ship played a central role
in the establishment of Tasmania, helping to
carry both the foundation settlers of Hobart and
Port Dalrymple from Sydney.
After 25 years’ service to the fledgling
Australian colonies she was wrecked on Baba
Island in the Timor Sea either after the crew
according to different histories were either
killed by Malay pirates or after islanders took
exception to the way the crew had dealt with some of their womenfolk.
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St. Michaels Collegiate School Trip
30th April – 4th May 2012
th

At 0900, Monday 30 April 2012, the Lady Nelson set sail with Master Allen Rust, seven crew,
one teacher and eight year 9 students from St. Michaels Collegiate School, Hobart. All our
guests had previously been on the Lady Nelson at their school camp in February this year, so
were enthusiastic to be aboard for the four nights and five days of this trip.
It was a fine day as we sailed and motored to our first anchorage at Missionary Bay for lunch.
We continued on seeing seals and fish farms on our way to Nine Pin Point, near Verona Sands
where we anchored for the night. During the day all guests undertook a safety induction and
spent time familiarizing
themselves with the rigging
again.
A peaceful night and a
leisurely, hearty breakfast on
Tuesday morning was enjoyed
by all, before we departed for
lunch at Port Esperance. As
there was little wind we motor
sailed and our progress was
slow, this allowed for lessons in
knot tying and navigation
which the students undertook
with alacrity. After lunch we
continued on to Southport
arriving at dusk, and dropped
anchor near Burial Ground
Point, Roaring Beach.

Steve Long demonstrating how to tie a bowline to students
During the night there was rain and a strong wind from the WSW had begun to make its
presence felt. Thus, on Wednesday morning, after an early breakfast, we prepared the Lady
with safety lines on the port side, raised anchor, set inner and outer jibs and fisherman and
headed out in constant rain to a 2 meter sea with a strong SW wind for an exciting 3 hour trip
across the mouth of the D’Entrecasteaux Channel, past Cape Bruny to The Friars. On many
occasions we had the channels in the water alternating between port and starboard in seconds.
All on board except for the Master, 2 students and 3 crew were ill, but this did not stop us all
enjoying the presence of a large pod of dolphins with their young, and the cliffs of Cape
Labillardiere through the mists.
In the lea of the Friars we were able to regroup and quieten our churning stomachs, admire the
antics of the seals and gather our wits before continuing up the east coast of Bruny Island to
township of Adventure Bay. Once we were around the Tasman Head with the Squares on the
foremast set, the following 2 meter sea and the strong wind and rain made the going a little
more pleasant. Three of the Bruny Island Cruises boats came out to circle us and wave, creating
a pleasant distraction to our discomfort. The calm of Adventure Bay was very much
appreciated and although the girls had been looking forward to a trip ashore in the rubber duck,
when given the opportunity they all chose to decline the offer and remain in the forecastle and
rest.
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Thursday morning saw the Master up at 0600 to
attend to the anchor which had begun to drag. A
short time later all crew were on deck as we
moved to the eastern side of the bay to cruise up
and down so the guests and crew could be fed
before a 0800 departure. We emerged from
Adventure Bay into a 3 metre sea and a 3 metre
swell and up to 40 knots of wind. As we
attempted to set the foretop sail it was snatched
from our grasp and wrapped around the stays.
On the order to all sit down we responded
quickly as Master Rust turned the Lady and we
headed back to the safety and comfort of
Adventure Bay. Once there we were easily able
to furl the sails and retreat below decks to our
bunks. At lunch time there was a short electrical
storm but, as the winds had abated, we set sail
again to head north past Cape Queen Elizabeth,
around Dennes Point to the glass like waters of
D’Entrecasteaux Channel to Woodbridge. We
arrived in the dark and it was quite surreal to
come from such a violent sea to what seemed
like a millpond in the glow of the blue and white
navigation lights.

Yet another sumptuous meal was created by Steve Long and enjoyed by all. We were all quite
happy to retire to our beds knowing we were firmly trussed to the jetty.
Friday morning was crisp and dry, it was a pleasure to stand about on deck in dry gear and no
waterproofs, but this was not to last; as we left the D’Entrecasteaux Channel for the final time
we found ourselves enveloped in our waterproofs yet again. We traversed the Derwent River to
Mary Anne Bay for lunch and proceeded to Hobart for a 1430 arrival. The rain cleared for our
arrival and we were fortunate to see another pod of dolphins off Taroona.
In retrospect, I observed that the students all enjoyed their time on the Lady Nelson even
though they found it challenging at times, as did the crew. The crew appreciated the fact that at
no time did any of the students refuse to assist either their peers or the crew when requested to
help, and they were always polite and enthusiastic to learn and take part in activities organized
by the crew.
All the guests and crew were very grateful for the skill of Master Rust in such difficult
conditions, and we were very appreciative of all the meals provided by Steve Long, no matter
what had been happening during the day.
One of the best student comments overheard during the trip was that “Mr. Whitcomb (Teacher)
is so good I will go to his funeral when he dies”. We all hope he lives for many more years to
do lots more sailing on the Lady! (Ed. We now welcome him as a member of the Association).
Louise Wilson

12

T’Gallant Lookout

June 2012

A Unique Invitation to Crew on the Duyfken
Crewing experience on the Lady Nelson can lead to some fantastic opportunities such as the
invitation to crew on the Duyfken. She is the world's most authentic 16th Century replica ship
and the first ship (that we know of) to have come into contact with Australia. She is looking
for volunteers & ticketed crew- captain, engineer, mates & deckhands. So here's your
opportunity to experience sailing around our wonderful country in the way that sailors of
1606 would have done.
The 20m Duyfken is looking for people who have a love of the sea and square-rig sailing to join
as voyage crew as she sails around Australia. They are in in Brisbane for refit until early May
and then set off around the top of Australia around to Perth – see the schedule below.
Find out more about the Duyfken and the voyage at: http://www.duyfken.com/
The current schedule:
Leg

Departure

Days at sea

Arrival

Days in port

Sydney to Brisbane

Tuesday, 3 April 2012

9

Thursday, 12 April 2012

REFIT & day sails

Thursday, 12 April 2012

26

Brisbane - Mackay

Tuesday, 8 May 2012

8

Mackay - Townsville
Townsville - Port
Douglas

Sunday, 20 May 2012

4

Thursday, 12 April 2012
Wednesday, 16 May
2012
Thursday, 24 May 2012

Monday, 28 May 2012

4

Friday, 1 June 2012

4

Port Douglas Cooktown

Tuesday, 5 June 2012

2

Thursday, 7 June 2012

9

Cooktown - Weipa

Saturday, 16 June 2012

12

Thursday, 28 June 2012

9

Weipa - Darwin

Saturday, 7 July 2012

13

Friday, 20 July 2012

4

Darwin - Dampier

Tuesday, 24 July 2012

26

Dampier - Geraldton

Thursday, 23 August 2012

18

Geraldton - Fremantle

Saturday, 15 September 2012

8

Sunday, 19 August 2012
4
Monday, 10 September
5
2012
Sunday, 23 September 2012

4
4

More about the Duyfken
From: http://www.duyfken.com
In 1606, the small Dutch ship Duyfken (Little Dove) sailed from the Indonesian island of Banda
in search of gold and trade opportunities on the fabled island of Nova Guinea.
Under the command of Willem Janszoon, Duyfken and her crew ventured south-east. They
sailed beyond Os Papuas (Papua New Guinea) and explored and chartered part of the coast of
Nova Guinea. They did not find gold - but they did find the northern coast of a huge continent:
Australia. Captain Janszoon was the first European to map and record Australia in history,
charting the shores of Australia's Cape York Peninsula, so Duyfken's voyage marks the
beginning of Australia's recorded history. The original Duyfken was built about 1595 in the
Netherlands. A fast, lightly-armed ship, she was probably intended for small valuable cargoes
or privateering.
Duyfken replica was built at the Lotteries Duyfken Village Shipyard in front of the Maritime
Museum in Fremantle by the charitable Duyfken 1606 Replica Foundation at a cost of $3.7
million, using similar technology as would have been used for the original ship in the late 16th
century. No original plans of any ship from the Age of Discovery exist because shipwrights did
not use plans drawn on paper or parchment. The only plans were in the master-shipwright's
13
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head, and the ships themselves were built by eye. Duyfken is believed to be the only ship
operating in the world using a traditional Dutch whipstaff or "kolderstok" for steering.
The keel was laid by the Dutch Crown Prince Willem-Alexander of Orange on 12th January
1997. Her hull is European Oak from Latvia, her sails and rig all natural flax and hemp. She
was built and fitted-out in Fremantle using "plank-first" construction. Fire was employed to
bend the hull planks and inside frames were added afterwards. Planks were pre-bent to shape
over an open fire. Our shipwrights learned this archaic technique, bending the 60mm thick
planks which form the lower planking. At first it seemed very difficult; probably too many
levers, pulleys, fulcrums and
weights were used. The
shipwrights eventually just let the
planks droop slowly under their
own weight over a slow fire. In a
good week the team under Bill
Leonard would fit a full port and
starboard strake of planks.
The hull was launched on 24
January 1999 and she was able to
sail for the first time on 10 July
1999. Installation of modern
machinery and extra ballasting to
comply with current survey
requirements were undertaken
after initial sailing trials.
Duyfken performs well under sail.
She easily makes 4 knots in
moderate conditions and
frequently reaches 7 knots.
Soon after launching, she prepared for the Chevron 2000 Duyfken Expedition, to re-enact
Willem Janszoon's historic 1606 voyage from the Spice Islands to Cape York peninsula. Less
than 12 months after this voyage the little replica Dutch scout ship set sail from the Australian
National Maritime Museum on an ambitious voyage to Texel in The Netherlands. Now she is
planning to sail from Brisbane back to her home of construction, Fremantle.

Below is a link to a YouTube about the Lady from an enthusiastic supporter who sailed
with us recently:
“Thanks for the wonderful trip on Easter Saturday. It was fantastic
to be given my second opportunity to enjoy the Lady Nelson.
Thank You All.
Please view my YouTube video of the trip. I hope the 6 minute
presentation will be of benefit to the Lady Nelson Organization as I
did menace both the crew and passengers in my efforts to get the
footage shot and completed.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzBiDUKnnBc “
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Oh Dear
Fortunately, this incident occurred before we leased the Office space!
In early 1986, Perth, along with several other ships, visited Hobart prior to participation in
Exercise Tasman Sea as part of celebrations for the 75th anniversary of the Australian navy's
foundation. On arriving in Hobart, the destroyer accidentally rammed the wharf with her bow,
damaging it and the two-storey waterfront building, while narrowly missing a "Welcome" sign.

Taken from the HMAS Perth web site.

Summary of the circumnavigation of the
H. M. Bark Endeavour
On behalf of myself and all the crew of H.M.B Endeavour I would like to take
the opportunity to thank all voyage crew for an epic voyage of a life time around
Australia. What an adventure we have had!
Please find the following statistics of our adventure.
Until next time, fair winds and Huzzah!
Your aye
Captain Ross Mattson
• The ship has sailed 13,300 nautical miles
• 706 voyage crew have sailed with us with 20 different voyage legs
totalling 88% capacity
• 75,720 people visited the ship in 15 ports, including 18,446 school
students
• 816 volunteers assisted with guiding and shipkeeping all over Australia
• 23,000 kms has been travelled by our shore Truck
• Over 800 media stories published making headlines around Australia
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Membership fees for July to June :
Under 18: $15, Adult: $40, Family: $60 per year
Charges for harbour sails and charters
Harbour sails: $25 adult, $10 children
Charters:
per day
$1650
per 1.5 hr
$250 for school groups
$330 for non-school groups
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